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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

Sunday, August 29, 2021 

Last month I ordered a new television set.  I know we don’t call them 

sets anymore so I should announce I bought a new TV.  Now my old 

TV had a remote (clicker) to turn it on and off and change the channels.  

I had to know what I wanted to watch so I could choose the correct 

channel.  I was really surprised when the new TV came with a clicker 

you talked into.  Now all I have to do is say my favourite TV show and 

the TV would connect with all sorts of options.   

 

TVs come with all sorts of choices.  An electrical engineering degree 

from MIT would not be out of place in dealing with the complexity of 

TV, internet and cable possibilities in today’s world.  Or ask a 15-year-

old to solve your problems.  However, the best piece of advice I can 

give to people with electronic difficulties is simply unplug the device, 

wait 15 minutes, then plug it in.  No one can tell me why this seems to 

be the best solution, but it often works.  

 

When I was young the family used to sit around the radio and listen to 

“Our Miss Brooks”, “Boston Blackie”, “Amos and Andy” and “The Shad-

ow”.  When TV came to our home, the black and white reception, the 

clarity of the picture, depended on where you held the “rabbit ears”.  

Usually, it was my job to hold up the antenna.  Those were the good 

old days.   

 

Having polio at the age of eight was not an enjoyable part of my life.  

The world saved much misery when Jonas Salk discovered how to in-

oculate the population with an effective vaccine.  My grandmother con-

tracted diabetes in 1915 and she lived with it until 1921 when Doctors 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 

SUMMER HOURS 

Hours may vary; see  schedule  

in the  July 04 newsletter. 

 

Typical hours will be: 

Tuesday to Thursday 

 8:30 am  

  to  

 12:30 pm 
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Banting and Best discovered how to produce insulin which 

allowed her to live a fuller life. 

 

I know it’s popular to look back on some of our experienc-

es of yesterday with fondness and nostalgia.  Think of 

those Christmases many of us had at our family farms.  

Remember when life seemed a lot easier.  At my church, 

during my growing up, we were full each Sunday and on 

special Sundays the ushers had to put our extra chairs in 

the aisles.  There were so many warm feelings connected 

to the past.   

 

But would we want to go back?  My grandfather died of 

Bright’s Disease in 1921, 20 years before I was born.  My 

aunt died of rabies because we could not get the vasicine 

to her in time.  Since their time and today, we have made 

many gains in society, medicine, and theology.  We proba-

bly know more about the activities and affairs of Jesus of 

Nazareth today then we knew at the end of the first centu-

ry.   

 

Traditionally churches were community centres as well as 

worship centres.  How do we see the future in light of our 

traditions and the changes around us which seem to crip-

ple us?  Something to think about. 

Submitted by Rev. Pirie Mitchell 

*** PLEASE READ *** 
 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING  
FUNERALS OR A CELEBRATION OF LIFE: 

 

We realize that funerals are very difficult for eve-
ryone.  We want  to be together as a church 
family, sharing in grief, supporting one another, 
and reliving memories.  These special services 
are an important part of an individual’s grief             
process. 
 

Due to the pandemic, new protocols have been 
set out by the Province of Ontario and our local 
health unit.  Wesley-Knox must follow these  
protocols.  This means that we all need to 
change our mindset about how we would have 
normally attended a funeral/celebration of life, 
prior to pandemic protocols.   
 

One of the protocols requires capacity limits to 
be followed.   
 

The family of the deceased will provide us with a 
list of their family and close friends they have 
invited to attend.  Depending on those numbers, 
then “open” seating for others may or may not 
be available.   
 

This means that there is an actual 
"reservation" list and the numbers are                  

limited to Step 3 Indoor Capacity Guidelines. 
 

If you wish to attend, please use the sign up link 
provided online. 
 

There may be very limited seating available, for 
those other than invited family and friends.   
“Livestreaming”, to allow watching the memorial 
service at home, may also be available.  We will 
post details closer to the day. 
 

We thank you for your understanding and    
adaptability during these times.  If you cannot 
attend the memorial, the family will appreciate 
being lifted in prayer. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0D49AEAE22A7F5C07-karen 
 

Due to limited office hours, please do not               

contact the church office to make your reserva-

tion.  We cannot guarantee that your message 

will be picked up in time to input your request 

into the reservation system. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49AEAE22A7F5C07-karen
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49AEAE22A7F5C07-karen
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 Thank you, Pirie! 

 
This Sunday, August 29, 2021, marks the last service Pirie will preach at Wesley-

Knox under his current contract which expires October 1.  He has taken some 

well-deserved vacation and study leave as his contract draws to a close.  In 

August many of the services have been covered by Chris Mortlock.  In Sep-

tember worship services will be covered by Glen Pearson and lay worship 

leaders.  

 

 As with so many other organizations, the past 18 months have been trau-

matic for Wesley-Knox.  On March 20, 2020 we closed the church building and sent staff 

 to work from home.  Zoom became part of our new vocabulary along with Covid and pan

 demic.  On April 1 Pirie started his ministry at Wesley-Knox.  What a challenge for all of us!  With 

Palm Sunday and Easter just around the bend we needed a way to continue to connect with the congregation.  I discov-

ered a new feature of my iPhone I had never used - it actually takes video. We quickly figured out how to record and edit 

videos. It sure helped that Pirie was comfortable in front of a camera and could preach, pray and sing!  Those early ser-

vices were Pirie and Karen with me and my little phone.   Eventually we involved others in the service - lighting candles, 

reading scriptures, leading prayers and singing hymns.  It would be late summer before we moved staff back into the 

church and Thanksgiving before we could begin in-person services with strict limitations.  In December, shortly before 

Christmas we again shut down, this time to open in August. 

 

It would take a highly skilled minister with long experience to lead a congregation through such a time. We at Wesley-Knox 

have been fortunate to have such a leader in Pirie. Along with dedicated staff and lay leaders Wesley-Knox has weathered 

the pandemic storm. Pirie has made himself available to attend Leadership Council meetings and given us the benefit of 

his sage advice.  He supported our Faith Formation study group and led a study of the parables. He has encouraged and 

actively supported our pastoral care team.  The year of 2020 was particularly hard on Wesley-Knox as we saw the passing 

of over a dozen congregants. Pirie supported the families and provided his services as circumstances permitted. As we 

went back into in-person services Pirie worked with the Spiritual Life team to plan and lead our worship services.  And,  of 

course, there were other committees and the Trustees which benefited from Pirie’s presence. From the start of his appoint-

ment to Wesley-Knox to this Sunday Pirie has faithfully prepared services, worked with our other staff and lay leaders to 

give us high quality worship services.  Pirie prides himself as a historical Jesus scholar and his sermons regularly contain 

context in which to understand the scriptures read in the service.  Many of the more enigmatic passages in the Bible be-

came clear after Pirie gave us an explanation of the culture of the times. 

 

The ministry for October and beyond is still a work-in-progress, but we should acknowledge the contributions           Pirie 

has made to Wesley-Knox over the past 18 months.  Our situation would have been much worse without the leadership 

and contributions Pirie has made to Wesley-Knox.  I hope you will sign one of the “thank you” cards and take the oppor-

tunity to personally thank Pirie for his work at Wesley-Knox after this Sunday’s service.  

 

On behalf of the congregation of Wesley-Knox: thank you, Pirie and blessings for you, Ruth and your extended family as 

we all try to figure out the evolving post-Covid world.  

 

John McFall  Chair, Leadership Council 
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Calendar of events as reported to the office as of 2021.08.25 

FAMILY PICNICS: 

 

Saturday, August 28, 2021 *THIS WEEK!* 
@ 12:00 pm-1:30 pm - Gibbons Park  
(Grosvenor St. & Saint George St.) 
 

Saturday, September 11, 2021  
@ 12:00 pm-1:30 pm - Basil Grover Park 
(Wharncliffe Rd. & Commissioners Rd.) 
 

Pack a lunch or bring take-out and join Dan 
and Mallory around noon  at a park for a  

picnic lunch and games! 

CAMPFIRE NIGHT 
 

Friday, September 24, 2021 
@ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
(91 Askin Street) 
 
Come out to the parking lot of the church to 
gather ’round a fire to sing camp songs and 
make s’mores.  Hosted in our own parking 
lot! 

Family Connections Events (all welcome!) 
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JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS 

AND CUPCAKES THIS SUNDAY! 

 

This Sunday we 
acknowledge the work of 
Rev. Pirie since his contract 
began in April of 2020, just 
as the Covid pandemic start-
ed.  What a year it  has been!  
Please join us for this special 
service and refreshments 
afterwards. 

Children’s Worship 
 
For July and August Children’s Worship 
(Sunday School) will be recorded and 

share on the Wesley-Knox  
YouTube Channel.  

 
Each week our children will  

participate in worship through songs, 
scriptural lesson, and prayer. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29 

*REV. PIRIE MITCHELL 

FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER:  

*GLEN PEARSON 

Music Notes 
 

This Sunday, Rev. Pirie chose VU 187 as our first 
hymn, The Spring Has Come.  It’s a delightful, 
dance-like hymn and new for us.  However, it’s 
quick and the words come fast.  Once you know it, 
it’s easy, but it will take a few repeats to become 
so.  Since we get one go at it on Sunday, have a 
listen to this rendition on YouTube before Sunday 
morning. It’s very catchy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ppsu8ye2jjE 

 

In our closing refrain of Walk with Me, VU 649, we 
will be highlighting the third Fruit of the Holy Spir-
it, “peace”, found in Galatians 5:22-23, by substi-
tuting it for the word “love” at the end of the re-
frain. 

 

The word "peace" in this case, is the Greek word 
eirene (Latin: pax), which is the Greek equivalent 
for the Hebrew word shalom.  It expresses the 
idea of wholeness, completeness, or tranquility in 
the soul that is unaffected by outward circum-
stances or pressures.  In the outside world, it sug-
gests the rule of order in place of chaos. 

 

When referring to individuals or groups, this 
“peace” means harmony and concord, thereby 
promoting safety and prosperity. 

 

So on Sunday we will close our worship 
with:  Walk with me, I will walk with you and build 

the land that God has planned where PEACE 
shines through. 

 

Blessings to you all as we reawaken our life to-
gether by Moving in the Spirit!  

 

Karen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ppsu8ye2jjE
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

Greening Sacred Spaces (London):  

Tues Sept 21, 5pm @ Victoria Park 

Join Climate Action London as we launch the London Chapter of Greening Sa-

cred Spaces.  

  

We will be walking around the perimeter of Victoria Park led by Tracey Whiteye 

starting and ending at the bandshell.  Tracey will honor mother earth and future 

generations with story-telling, songs and prayers. The water ceremony will honor 

the four directions around the sacred fire.  Learn more at Eventbrite 

 

Got a Climate Action idea? need some seed funding? 

Announcing our Fall Equinox call for submissions for 2 x $500 Climate Action London grants. Projects must address one 

of 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

Projects should align with the Mission of Climate Action London to activate, educate and advocate Londoners to integrate 

London’s Climate Emergency Action Plan in their homes, workplaces, schools, stores, places of community service, recre-

ation and worship.  

 

These two grants will help support unique projects that move us closer to meeting and exceeding London’s Climate Emer-

gency Plan targets.  Anyone can apply.  It might be a school project, a work project, a neighbourhood project. 

Visit the website for more details: https://www.climateactionlondon.ca/ 

 

Encourage Youth to Vote: 

Elections are an important time to let politicians know that climate action is important.  Like me, do you have children away 

at university?  Do they know they can request a mail-in ballot so they can still vote in their "home" riding? 

The first step is applying for that special ballot online or at an Elections Canada office. The deadline to apply for this kit, or 

to get one in person, is Sept. 14.  If you don't have internet access, you can call Elections Canada at 1-800-463-6868 and 

they can help you find the nearest office to apply for a special ballot in person.   

 

Take (Political) Climate Action: 

The official English leaders' debate, scheduled for Sept. 9 from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. EDT, is produced by the Debate Broad-

cast Group: CBC News, APTN News, CTV News, Global News. What do you want the main party leaders to talk about? 

Your concerns will help form the questions and direction of the debate. Please consider filling this out (even if you don't 

want to ask the question live) and ask for climate action. Please pass along as well.  

 

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform-custom/leaders-debate-form-2021 or Join the August Advocacy MeetUp on Tues 

Aug 24th 7-7:30pm to help create questions for the local LEN Environment Debates. Email ClimateActionLon-

don@gmail.com to obtain the link to this meeting. 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

Calvary United Church 
 

(in Rodney, Ontario, southwest of London) 

 

 

 

 

We give thanks for the many years of                    

Life and Witness of  

 

Christina Hornick 
who entered the presence of her Lord on 

August 18, 2021 

 

https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/

obituary.aspx?id=174638 

 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult time, such as 

illness, hospitalization, loneliness, or any of life’s                

challenges, our Pastoral Care team is  available for support.   

Please call the Church office and you will be contacted by a 

member of our team:  

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, Liz Dunlop, Paul 

Stewart, or Pirie Mitchell.   

 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach Arlene or Mal-

lory through Facebook Messenger (you do not need a Face-

book account to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/obituary.aspx?id=174638
https://www.amgfh.com/condolences/obituary.aspx?id=174638
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

