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“News for the Pews”

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 

For 
 two millennia, the season of Advent has become 
one of the most popular times of the year – eco-
nomically, culturally, and, yes, spiritually.  It is 

celebrated by hundreds of millions of people at this time every 
year.  And it spans age groups and generations.  Every person 
who recognizes the importance of what Advent represents can 
find something in it to give them inspiration. 
Yet Advent didn’t just happen.  In fact, it took hundreds of years 
to truly create.  Old Testament scriptures.  Speaking to Israel 
through the psalmist (Psalm 2:7), God declared: “I will surely tell 
of the decree of the Lord.  Though art my son.  Today I have be-
gotten thee.”  This was likely written some 800 years before 
Christ was born. 
 

One of the best known passages of scripture in this regard came 
from the prophet Isaiah (7:14):  “Therefore the Lord will give you a 
sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she 
will call His name Immanuel.”  That was 700 years prior to Bethle-
hem. 
 

Speaking of Bethlehem, consider this remarkable prophecy, deliv-
ered at roughly the same time (Micah 5:2):  “But as for you, Beth-
lehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you one will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth 
are from long ago, from the days of eternity.”  
 

All this is just another way of saying that Advent took a long time 
coming.  It wasn’t a holiday or a season, but a direct intervention 
in history that the writer of Galatians said was, “in the fullness of 
time.”  In other words, the season we enter this Sunday, the first 
Sunday of Advent, is something to be approached with deep rev-
erence, celebration and gratitude. 
 
 

Glen’s Gleanings 

Office Hours 

 

Monday through Thursday 

 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 (Lunch: 12 pm to 1 pm) 

 

Friday 

 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Upcoming planned closures: 

• Wed. Dec.  1...office closes at 1 pm. 

• Wed. Dec 15 to Fri Dec 17...closed 
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In This Edition… 

 

Page 2 -Glen’s Gleanings, con’t 
 -Covid vaccine policies 
 -How and why to register for worship 
 

Page 3 -UCW Bake Sale 
 -Help wanted! 
 -REMINDER Poinsettia pick up 
 

Page 4 -Wear your name tag! 
 -UCW online market 
 -Dan still needs volunteers 
 

Page 5 -Mitten Tree,-Join PAR! 
 

Page 6 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 

Page 7 -Black Excellence gala 
 -Cheese pick up details 
 -*NEW* worship on Zoom 
 

Page 8 -WKUC Adult Choir Concert 
 

Page 9 -Detailed calendar (See online) 
 

Page 10 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

REGISTER FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

 

COPY & PASTE INTO YOUR BROWSER: 

 https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

 

OR CLICK ON THE LINK: 

 Click here 

 

WE ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO          

REGISTER FOR WORSHIP.   

IT IS FASTER AND EASIER FOR OUR 

VOLUNTEER USHERING TEAM TO         

COMPILE A CONTACT TRACING LOG. 

And just how many arrived for the first Christmas?  
No more than a handful of people.  For something so 
significant, so important to history, it’s a remarkable 
thing that only a few were present to share it – shep-
herds, wise people from the east, Joseph, Mary, and 
Jesus, the new hope of the earth.  The heavens 
might have been of angels singing to the glory of 
God, but on earth, on that night by a manger, only a 
handful of people attended. 
 

Yet, from that small band of committed pathfinders, 
the gospel message of Jesus Christ circumnavigated 
the globe and introduced hope and light wherever it 
went.  This is the essence of the Christian message: 
it started with a few and went on to change the world. 
This Sunday, let’s approach the worship service as a 
declaration that wherever God’s people gather for 
Advent, it is not numbers that matter, but the size of 
our hearts and minds.  We have much to celebrate 
and adore.  See you there. 
 

Submitted by Glen Pearson 

* COVID VACCINE POLICIES * 
Leadership Council passed a motion to   
require proof of full vaccination for those 
eligible of proof of medical exemption to 
attend worship services.  A second motion 
moved that proof of vaccination be re-
quired for clergy, staff, and volunteers. 
 
As of Sunday, November 28, 2021, WKUC 
will be requiring ID and proof of fully            
vaccinated status or proof of medical            
exemption from everyone attending in-
person worship, large events, and small 
group gatherings. 
 
Rental groups have required it previously 
as mandated by the Province of Ontario 
health guidelines and will continue until 
otherwise notified. 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
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UCW Christmas  

Poinsettia Sale…PICK UP 

THIS WEEK! 

November 27  

@ 9 am to 12 pm  

or  

November 28  

after church. 

UCW 
Christmas Bake Sale 

 

UCW will be holding a Bake Sale  
outside the church on December 4th to co-

incide with OSCO’s  
“Christmas in the Village.” 

 

We need your help! 
 

We will be making up Christmas gift 
boxes of cookies and are looking for 

donations on the morning of  
December 1st.   

 

Items can be dropped off on the 
trolley just inside the parking lot 

door, from 8.30 -12.00,             
no need sign in! 

 

Small cookies, suitable for adding to a 
mixed box.  No nuts, please!   

Any other baked goods would be welcome 
but must be boxed  

and labelled… 
we will be selling them outside. 

 

Anyone who would like to help out on 
the day would be welcome to join us! 

Ann Stokes 226-700-0923 
annstokes@outlook.com 

UCW NEEDS YOUR STRONG ARMS 

ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4   

WITH SET-UP AND TAKE-DOWN 

FOR THEIR BAKE SALE.   

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST         

TAKING TABLES AND A FEW 

CHAIRS OUTSIDE, OR BRING IN AT 

THE END OF THE SALE, PLEASE             

CONNECT WITH ANN STOKES. 
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OUR NEW SUPPLY             
MINISTER BEGINS               

DECEMBER 1ST, 2021! 

In order for us to identify 
ourselves to him,            

and to other new folks, 
please wear your name tag. 

 
Please find your name tag 
in the cubbies at the back 
of the church, and begin 
wearing them on Sunday, 
November 28 to get in the 

habit.  Please wear them to 
any meetings that you         

attend. 
 

If you need one, please add 
your name to the list             

outside the office window. 
 

As this is a big project, 
there will be sticky tags 

available in the meantime. 

UCW CHRISTMAS 

MARKET! (online) 

Similar to the WKUC Market we ran in 

the springtime, the UCW will offer 

some of their items we would typical-

ly purchase at the bazaar.   

 

Please peruse the file attached to the 

newsletter email and 

arrange to purchase 

some of your Christ-

mas shopping! 

 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant: 

The Children’s Pageant will be December 12 

(Advent 3: Joy) with practices after worship 

(approx. 11:45 am) on November 28 and 

December 5, and dress-rehearsal (11:30 am) 

December 11. ***ROLES STILL NEEDED*** 

We are looking for at least 10 performers 

for the many speaking and non-speaking 

roles: Narrator, Gabe, Mary, Joseph (non 

speaking), Shepherds (non speaking), Angel 

1 & 2, Magi 1, 2, & 3, and King Herod 

 

Please let Dan know by November 21 if you 

wish to be part of the pageant. 
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As any golfer would say,  
“It is great to be on PAR!” 

 
Fifty-five percent of our congregants have joined 
PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) to have their 
offering automatically withdrawn from their bank 
accounts each month. 
 
This has always been an easy, convenient, 
safe, and secure way of making sure that your 
offering reaches the church, even if your are 
away.   
 
PAR has enabled the church to confidently 
budget going forward, even when in-person 
worship is not possible. 
 
Since Covid-19 started, we have taken the           
advice of the United Church and suspended   
offertory plates being handed down the pews.  
We have an Offertory box placed at the back of 
the sanctuary and an offertory plate at the front 
of the sanctuary near the accessible entrance.  
This new way of doing the offering means that 
social distancing can be maintained, and every-
one’s health and safety are considered.   
 
However, PAR is still a better method. 
• Your chosen offering is automatically        

safely withdrawn 
• You make a clear statement of what is               

important to you and what takes a place of 
priority in your household budget 

• You don’t require envelopes for offerings 
and this cuts down on expense and                  
paperwork 

• You don’t miss supporting the church’s work 
because you are away 

• Changes to your donation can be made      
easily, any time you wish 

 
A dependable flow of contributions helps keep 
the church, and most importantly the good work 
the church does, on financially stable ground. 
 
This makes the perfect time for you to                 
consider joining PAR.  It is very easy to do.   
 

Forms are available in the sanctuary at the 
front and back entrances, and just outside 
the church office.  You can always ask an 
usher/greeter for assistance!  If you are            
currently on PAR and wish to make changes, 
those forms are outside the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mitten tree is ready to          

receive your gifts of socks, hats, 

mitts and scarves.   

 

This year our donations will go 

to 519 Project who will distrib-

ute our articles appropriately.  
 

Usually our clients at Out of the 

Cold and Community Breakfast 

benefit but this year things need 

to be done a bit differently.  
 

Thank you for 

thinking of 

those in need.  

 

The candy cane 

tree will be up 

until Christmas. 

 

(Cathie Banks) 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
Ontario youth are going to court: In September 2022, seven young climate leaders will face the 

Government of Ontario in court, as they challenge the government's climate actions under the 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms. EcoJustice is asking Ontarians to declare that they believe this 

lawsuit is in the public interest.  Add your name to the declaration: Take Action (ecojustice.ca)  

 

Peace not war  The Peace and Human Rights Committee of the London Council of Canadians Chapter invites you to 

push the government to prioritize climate change as our most urgent current security threat and to oppose the purchase of 

88 F-35 fighter jets to replace the current fleet. The government needs to hear from citizens who oppose the 19 billion dol-

lar fighter jet purchase and who propose better ways to use taxpayer dollars: 

On Thursday, November 25th, at 12:10 pm, please gather with us in front of Liberal MP Peter Fragiskatos' office where we 

will deliver a letter asking to cancel the fighter jet purchase and take a photo that will be sent to Voice of Women for Peace 

as part of their cross Canada campaign. 

 

Petition: Highway 413  Building Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass would increase harmful air pollution, put endan-

gered species at greater risk, and make climate change worse. Many local councils along the routes have opposed these 

destructive highways but the province is still planning on going ahead. 

The GTA needs transportation solutions, but building more highways does not solve congestion. In fact, experts say High-

way 413 would save commuters less than a minute of driving on average across the region. Instead of spending $6-10 

Billion dollars on another traffic jam, the Ontario government should be investing in low-carbon public transit, walkable 

communities, and climate change solutions.  These are your tax dollars at work, so your voice is important. 

Sign the petition here: Environmental Defence Canada  

 

Journalists arrested: Wet’suwet’en territory  On Friday, award-winning photojournalist Amber Bracken was arrested by 

the RCMP while on assignment for The Narwhal on Wet’suwet’en territory, along with freelance filmmaker Michael Tole-

dano.   These arrests mark just the latest in a long string of illegal RCMP actions against journalists. Journalism is not a 

crime and the RCMP need to be held accountable for their repeated violations of the rights of the Canadian journalists. 

The arrested journalists have long been covering the conflict at Wet’suwet’en and the crucial justice, Indigenous rights and 

environmental issues it raises.  We are asking you to join us in calling on the federal Minister of Public Safety Marco Men-

dicino to exercise his oversight responsibility of the RCMP and to complete a full investigation that stops these illegal ar-

rests from happening once and for all.  Sign the petition here: Email Marco Mendicino, Canada's Minister of Public Safety | 

Stop the illegal arrests of Canadian journalists (good.do)  

 

GSS: Winter Solstice Event  Tuesday December 21, 7 pm Siloam United Church 

Come together to celebrate the winter solstice with song, story and drumming, to honour the darkness and prepare for the 

coming of the light and our connection with the natural world. 

 

Urban Agriculture: Successful partnership with Urban Roots  At the November 2021 monthly Greening Sacred Spac-

es-London meeting, Siloam United and Urban Roots discuss the challenges, details and unexpected benefits from 

this new garden project and their plans for the garden expansion. 

Watch the recording: video2117096730.mp4 - Google Drive  

https://www.support.ecojustice.ca/page/91872/petition/1
https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/93848/action/1?ea.tracking.id=eblast&ea.url.id=5594320
https://protectpressfreedom.good.do/stopillegalarrestsjournalists/mendicino/
https://protectpressfreedom.good.do/stopillegalarrestsjournalists/mendicino/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16E2txZyNX4SMXAynPMn1ZE1yhGHLc8qg/view
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A BIG THANK YOU to all 
who supported this 
year’s cheese cam-

paign. Close to 60 folks 
will be enjoying a tasty 

treat this Christmas. 
The profits from this 

effort will be forwarded 
to much needed charities supported by 

Wesley- Knox.  Watch for totals within 
the next few weeks.  

 
PICK UP DATE-  
Tuesday December 7,  
3 pm- 7 pm. 

Worship Services Live on Zoom 
 

Starting this Sunday, November 28, 

Wesley-Knox worship services will 

be available live over Zoom.  You 

can join the Zoom meeting over the 

internet or by phone, even chat 

with others in the meeting before 

or after the service.   

 

Each Zoom meeting will be record-

ed and made available on our 

YouTube channel later that day. The 

same invitation will be used each 

week. Here is the link to join over 

the internet: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/84444702195?

pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMU

hTb05yZz09 

 

To join by phone, use 647 374 4685 

(Toronto area code - charges may 

apply) with Meeting ID: 844 4470 

2195 and Passcode: 146622.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
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WKUC ADULT CHOIR CONCERT IS DECEMBER 11, 2021 @ 7:30 pm 

The  
WESLEY-KNOX  
ADULT CHOIR  

Presents: 
 

“The Glow of Christmas”  
 

on Saturday December 11  
at 7:30 pm. 

 
This popular concert of traditional and gospel Christmas music and sing-a-long carols is      
performed by the Adult Choir of Wesley-Knox United Church and directed by Karen Schuess-
ler, and features the incomparable Denise Pelley and band.   
 
From beloved carols to up-tempo gospel numbers, and to favourite Christmas pop tunes to 
beautiful Christmas choral pieces, this concert has it all! You will hear the favourite Mary Did 
You Know?, the exquisite Glow by Whitacre, as well as Star Carol by Rutter, the popular Sleigh 
Ride, the gospel tune Blessed Be the Lord, and more! Including of course, the infamous                 
audience sing-a-long, The Twelve Days of Christmas! 
 
Tickets now available! 
Visit www.wesleyknox.com/music/christmas-concert/ to purchase your ticket today! Due to 
COVID-19 safety measures, tickets are limited and can only be purchased online in advance.   
Tickets will not be available for purchase at the door. Proof of vaccination and masks are  
required.  Please have your proof of vaccination and id, with your ticket, ready at the door. 
 
If You Go: 
What: THE GLOW OF CHRISTMAS 
 
Who: The Adult Choir of Wesley-Knox and Denise Pelley,                                                                       
 with Steve Holowitz, organ and band 
 
When: Saturday, December 11, 2021, 7:30 pm (Please note earlier time) 
 
Where: Wesley-Knox United Church, 91 Askin Street, London, ON 

http://www.wesleyknox.com/music/christmas-concert/
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November 27 @ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
SOH – Poinsettia pick up 
 

November 27 @ 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
SOH + KIT – Family Connections 
 

November 28 ADVENT 1 – HOPE 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 
 

November 28 @ 10:30 am - 11:30 am  
Chapel – YouthQuest 
 

November 28 @ 11:30 am - 12:15 pm  
LSS – Christmas Pageant (rehearsal) 
 

November 28 @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm  
SAN- Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

November 28 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
ONLINE – Educational Series 
 

November 30 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
SAN – KSS choir rehearsal 
 

December 1 ***Office closes at 1 pm.*** 
 

December 1 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm  
KIT – UCW activities 
Baking drop off  
 

December 1 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
PAR – Reopening Ctte 
 

December 2 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm  
KIT – UCW activities 
 

December 2 @ 6:10 pm - 7:00 pm  
LSS – Mysterium Youth Choir 
 

December 2 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
CHA + TER – Spiritual Life Ctte 
 

December 2 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  
SAN- Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 3 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm  
KIT – UCW activities 
 
 
 

Calendar of events -detailed list (rentals also listed to prevent room overlap) 

View calendar on webpage for most up-to-date information 

December 4 
UCW Bake Sale @ 12 pm-3 pm 
 

December 4 @ 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
KIT – UCW activities 
 

December 5 ADVENT 2 – PEACE 
Sunday Worship at 10:30 
 

December 5 @ 10:30 am - 11:30 am  
Chapel – YouthQuest 
 

December 5 @ 11:30 am - 12:15 pm  
LSS – Christmas Pageant (rehearsal) 
 

December 5 @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm  
SAN- Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 5 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
ONLINE – Educational Series 
 

December 6 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
KIT + SOH – UCW Unit 1 
 

December 6 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
PAR – Resources & Renewal Ctte 
 

December 7 
Cheese fundraiser pick up day 
 

December 7 @ 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
SAN – Adult Choir – rehearsal 
 

December 8 @ 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm  
PAR – KSS board meeting 
 

December 8 @ 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
SOH – Rental Condo board AGM  
 

December 9 @ 6:10 pm - 7:00 pm  
LSS – Mysterium Youth Choir 
 

December 9 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm  
SAN- Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

December 10 ***Office Closed*** 
 

December 11 @ 11:30 am - 12:15 pm 
SAN – Christmas Pageant (rehearsal) 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

PORT STANLEY 
UNITED CHURCH 

(South of London) 
 

https://portstanleyunitedchurch.com/ 
 
 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a  
difficult time, such as illness,  
hospitalization, loneliness,  

or any of life’s  challenges, our  
Pastoral Care team is  
available for support.   

 

Please call the Church office and you will 
be contacted by a member of our team: 
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, 

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart. 
 

On evenings and weekends, you may 
reach Arlene or Mallory through  

Facebook Messenger  
(you do not need a  

Facebook account to do this.)   
 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

