
1 

 

“News for the Pews”

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

Friends welcome to the fourth week of advent. 
 
The end of this year, and its holiday season, has arrived filled 
with anxiety and fatigue. There are new surges of the Covid-
19 pandemic and early information about the impact of Omi-
cron variant is very troubling. Let us keep safe. 
 
As I reflect about what to share with Wesley- Knox this week 
I discovered this Christian Art from 1878 by August Schenck. 
The art depicts a ewe bleating in grief, her breath freezing in 
the cold air. The mother sheep is standing over the dead 
body of her lamb. A trickle of blood is running from its mouth 
into the white snow. The pair of sheep is encircled by black 
crows that look threatening. The painting conveys a desper-
ate sense of grief, isolation, despair and anguish. I read, 
Matthew 18: 12-14. The passage is short and yet packed  

Minister’s Musing 

Office Hours 

 

Monday through Thursday 

 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 (Lunch: 12 pm to 1 pm) 

 

Friday 

 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Upcoming planned closures: 

• Wed. Dec 15 to Fri Dec 17 

Modified hours and coverage 
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In This Edition… 

Page 2 -Minister’s Musings, con’t 
 -Covid vaccine policies 
 -How and why to register for worship 
 

Page 3 -Family Connections event, Sunday 
 School update, office info 
 

Page 4 -Donation information 
 -Annual report information 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 

Page 6 -Detailed calendar (See online) 
 -519...second update! 
 

Page 7 -Christmas song trivia 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle & Resources 

REGISTER FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
 

COPY & PASTE INTO YOUR BROWSER: 

 https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 
 

WE ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO REGISTER 

FOR WORSHIP.  IT IS FASTER AND EASIER 

FOR OUR VOLUNTEER USHERING TEAM TO         

COMPILE A CONTACT TRACING LOG. 
 

ZOOM LINK FOR WORSHIP 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?

pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz

09 

To join by phone, use 647 374 4685 

(Toronto area code - charges may   

apply) with Meeting ID: 844 4470 

2195 and Passcode: 146622.  

Minister’s Musings, continued... 
 
with rich imagery. The parable tells about of the 
man who has 100 sheep. Upon realizing one of 
his sheep is missing, he leaves his 99 sheep to 
search for the lost one. Maybe the little lamb 
strayed and it was too late for it to be saved? Je-
sus is teaching that each of us is that sheep who 
wandered off. We stray or get lost at times from 
our shepherd and also from our flock, the Church.  
 
It is a challenge to find, let alone share, good 
news of joy, peace and Light. However, my work 
with you make me hopeful. I am inspired by your 
faithfulness in providing spiritual care and support 
for our members in the midst of crises and fear 
and fatigue. I am inspired by your commitment to 
Church programs and ministries. Thank you for 
that.  
 
May you find peace and Light in this holiday sea-
son and in the New Year. Jesus, our guiding 
Shepherd is coming.  
 

Rev. Abiel 

* COVID VACCINE POLICIES * 
Leadership Council passed a motion to   
require proof of full vaccination for those 
eligible of proof of medical exemption to 
attend worship services.  A second motion 
moved that proof of vaccination be re-
quired for clergy, staff, and volunteers. 
 

As of Sunday, November 28, 2021, WKUC 
will be requiring ID and proof of fully            
vaccinated status or proof of medical            
exemption from everyone aged 12+ 
attending in-person worship, large events, 
and small group gatherings. 
 

Rental groups have required it previously 
as mandated by the Province of Ontario 
health guidelines and will continue until 
otherwise notified. 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
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Wesley-
Knox  

Skating 
December 29  

3:30 pm to 4:30 pm  

at Farquharson Area.  
 

Come out for a fun afternoon of 
skating with your Wesley-Knox 
Family and Friends.  All are       
welcome to come and skate.  

Masks are required in the common 
spaces, including dressing rooms.  
Masks can be removed once on 
the ice.  

Everyone age 12 and up are           
required to show proof of              
vaccination & ID when entering 
the arena.  

Upcoming modified Office Hours  

and Building Closures in December: 
 

The Office Admin will not be available            

Dec 15-17 but we have arranged for cover-

age in the office to answer the phones and 

answer the door. 
 

THIS WEEK: 

15th: 9 am to 12 noon AND  

  1 pm to 2:30 pm 

16th: 9 am to 12 noon AND  

  1 pm to 2:30 pm 

17th: 9 am to 12 pm 
 

Holiday Notes: 

24th: closing by 12 noon 

 

27th through 3rd: open by chance.            

Phone calls and emails will not be                 

monitored regularly.  We will provide con-

tact information for Pastoral Care needs 

closer to the holidays.     
 

***There will be NO NEWSLETTER  

for January 2 , 2022.***   
 

Because the holidays land on week-ends, 

staff have extra days off during the week, 

and some have banked time and holidays 

to use up.   
 

NOTE: if you will be entering the                 

building during the holidays, the                                     

ALARM WILL BE ARMED AND ACTIVE. 

Sunday School  
winter break:  

Dec 26, 2021 & Jan 2, 2022 
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ANNUAL REPORT INFORMATION 

TIMELINE FOR 2021 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARATION 

ACTION ITEM DUE DATE RESPONSIBILITY 

Reports to office no later than Thu, Jan 13, 2022 LC, Minister, Department heads, Ctte chairs 

Compile and finish formatting Thu, Jan 20, 2022 Office Administrator (OA) 

Take “orders” for printed copies Thu, Jan 20, 2022 OA via newsletter and sign-up sheet 

1st proofread Thu, Jan 27, 2022 LC put a call out for volunteers 

2nd proofread Tue, Feb 01, 2022 LC put a call out for volunteers 

Printing Thu, Feb 03, 2022 OA + 1 volunteer (stapling) 

Available for Congregation Sun, Feb 06, 2022 OA (printed and newsletter release) 

Congregational Meeting Sun, Feb 13, 2022 LC + Minister 

DID YOU KNOW??? Donating securities to charity saves you tax 

 

You may be able to reduce your taxes by donating publicly listed securities to Wesley Knox. You will receive a 

charitable donation receipt for the current value of the securities. The difference between your cost for the 

securities and the current value creates a taxable capital gain but that tax can be eliminated by donating the 

shares directly to Wesley Knox. To illustrate, consider shares with a current value of $5,000 that cost $1,000 

for someone in the top tax bracket: 

Net Cost of Donating Shares: 

 
 

In both cases Wesley Knox receives $5,000 but your cost of donating the shares directly to Wesley Knox,            

instead of selling the shares and donating cash, is only $2,324.  Since individual circumstances can vary, 

please check with your investment advisor if you are interested in donating shares to Wesley Knox. 

  Sell shares/Donate cash Donate shares to Charity 

Proceeds of distribution $5,000 $5,000 

Cost of shares ($1,000) ($1,000) 

Capital Gain $4,000 $4,000 

Taxable portion of Gain $2,000 $0 

Tax payable $1,070 $0 

Value of donation tax credit ($2,676) ($2,676) 

Tax savings from donation $1,606 $2,676 

Your Net Cost of donation $3,394 $2,324 
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH… 
 

Land is a critical component of the climate system, actively engaged in the flows of carbon, 

nitrogen, water, and oxygen—essential building blocks for life.  Carbon is the core of trees 

and grasses, mammals and birds, lichens and microbes and is the fundamental material of 

all living organisms.  Plants and healthy ecosystems have an unparalleled capacity to ab-

sorb carbon through photosynthesis and store it in living biomass. 

In addition, soils are, in large part, organic matter—once-living organisms, now decompos-

ing—making them an enormous storehouse of carbon.  Land can therefore be a powerful 

carbon sink, returning atmospheric carbon to living vegetation and soils.  While the majority 

of heat-trapping emissions remain in the atmosphere, land sinks currently return 26% of 

human-caused emissions to Earth—literally.  How can we help sequester more carbon in biomass and soil?  Climate solu-

tions include plant-based diets and waste reduction (including composting), ecosystem protection and restoration, im-

proved agriculture practices, and prudent use of degraded land. 

Read more at https://www.drawdown.org/sectors/land-sinks 

 

Nature Based Solutions: 

The Indigenous Misak people have lived in the Cauca region of Southern Colombia for thousands of years.  This land is 

part of their cultural identity and is full of sacred spaces.  But the paper company Smurfit Kappa has scooped up the most 

fertile land in the region and is destroying it all to make paper.  By planting non-native eucalyptus and pine to cut down to 

use for their packaging, the paper giant has dried up the nearby river, leaving the local communities without the water they 

need to survive.  For decades, the powerful multinational has convinced the Colombian government to give it big chunks 

of land, bought up tens of thousands of additional hectares, then lobbied the government to change laws so it could say 

these dirty tactics are ‘legal’.  Now it’s sending the police to attack Indigenous communities who dare to fight back. 

Consider how we develop regulations around "unused" land in Canada.  As we point fingers at what Colombia could be 

doing better, what could we do better about development practices here in Ontario? 

 

GSS: Seeking pollinator garden sites 

Greening Sacred Spaces London is looking for faith communities who are interested in adding a pollinator garden to their 

property.   Funding and technical know-how can be provided.  Funding application deadlines are fast approaching.   If in-

terested in learning more, email:  greeningsacredspaceslondon@gmail.com 

 

Seeking Proposals: Westminster Ponds Centre 

ReForest London is accepting proposals to lead a community consultation process for the Westminster Ponds Centre.  

Our goal is to bring people together around key issues of sustainability, environment, and wellbeing.  Proposals are due 

January 29th, 2021.  For more project details and to download the full proposal package, please click here: http://

reforestlondon.ca/community-consultation-westminster-ponds-centre  
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Calendar of events -detailed list (rentals also listed to prevent room overlap) 

View calendar on webpage for most up-to-date information 

Sunday, December 19  ADVENT 4 – LOVE 

@ 10:30 am Sunday Worship 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

 Chapel – YouthQuest  

 
@ 7:30 pm “Night Passed” worship service 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

 

December 20  

@ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

Faith Formation Ctte – online 

 
December 24 Office closed by 12 noon 

@ 7:00 pm Christmas Eve “Family Service” 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

@ 10:00 pm Christmas Eve “Communion Service” 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

 
December 25, 2021 - January 4, 2022 

Holidays – limited building access 

 
Sunday, December 26 

2021 last givings day.  Sunday, December 26, 2021 
is the last day to submit any givings you wish to be 
credited for on your 2021 tax statement.  Please 
also submit any cheque requisitions by this date. 

 
@10:30 am Sunday Worship 

 
December 29  Family Connections event 

@ 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

OFFSITE Ice-Skating 

Paid for by the Faith Formation Committee!  See the 
details in the Dec 5 newsletter or ask Dan or Dave K 
for details. 

Sunday, January 2, 2022  Happy New Year! 

@ 10:30 am Sunday Worship 

https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST 

 
January 3, 2022  

@ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

PAR – Resources & Renewal Ctte 

 

January 5, 2022  

@ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

PAR – Reopening Ctte (Tentative) 

519 project update of items  

picked up as of December 15, 2021: 

 

Thank you for the many donations of winter 
clothing for Homeless people in London!  The 
coats, boots, pants, tops, toques (many hand 
knitted), mittens, scarves and many, many 
pairs of warm socks will all be distributed by 
519 Pursuit volunteers to men and women 
living on the street. I’m sure they will be ap-
preciated. 

 

We’ve decided to continue collecting clothing 
in 2022.  An ongoing location for donations 
will be determined.  In the meantime, please 
put items on or beside the “Mitten Tree” at 
the back of the Sanctuary.   

 

Diane Knoppert (on behalf of the Reaching 
Out Committee) 

https://wesleyknox.com/event/advent-1-hope-2/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/tentative-worship-1030am-in-person-2020-11-01-2020-12-06-2021-11-21-2021-11-28/2021-12-19/
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://wesleyknox.com/event/chapel-youthquest/2021-12-19/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/san-night-passed-worship-service/
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://wesleyknox.com/event/faith-formation-ctte-online-2021-02-15/2021-12-20/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/san-christmas-eve-service-copy/
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://wesleyknox.com/event/san-christmas-eve-service/
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://wesleyknox.com/event/holidays-limited-building-access/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/2021-last-givings-day/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/tentative-worship-1030am-in-person-2020-11-01-2020-12-06-2021-11-21-2021-11-28/2021-12-26/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/ice-skating-offsite/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/tentative-worship-1030am-in-person-2020-11-01-2020-12-06-2021-11-21-2021-11-28/2022-01-02/
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST
https://wesleyknox.com/event/resources-renewal-ctte-online-2021-08-02-2021-09-06-copy/2022-01-03/
https://wesleyknox.com/event/par-reopening-ctte/2022-01-05/
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CHRISTMAS SONG TRIVIA 
1. What is given on the 9th day in the song “Twelve days of Christmas”? 

2. What song did Phillips Brooks, a Boston Minister, write in 1867 after a visit to 

Christ’s birthplace? 

3. In the song “Jingle Bells”, what kind of sleigh is it? 

4. What song contains the line “Although it’s been said, many times, many ways”? 

5. Boney M had a hit in the late 1970’s with what Christmas single? 

6. What did the Little Drummer Boy give to the Christ child? 

7. What are the only two reindeers mentioned in the lyrics of “Here Comes Santa Clause”? 

8. “Silent Night” was written in what year - 1818, 1848, or 1898? 

9. Who sang “Santa Baby” in 1953? 

10. What is the biggest selling Christmas single of all time? 

11. What Christmas carol demands figgy pudding? 

12. Which composer wrote the great Christmas oratorio “The Messiah”? 

13. What was Brenda Lee doing “around the Christmas Tree”? 

14. In the carol “Winter Wonderland”, the lovestruck couple pretends a snowman is who? 

15. Who tells you she’s in town by tap, tap, tappin’ at your windowpane? 

16. What popular Christmas carol is considered to be a lullaby? 

17. In 1952, Jimmy Boyd had a #16-on-the-charts hit single with what Christmas song? 

18. What song is full of threats and warnings about Santa Clause? 

19. In a “Holly Jolly Christmas”, the lyrics tell us to have a cup of what? 

20. What did the little lamb say to the shepherd boy? 

21. What 3 characters sing “The Chipmunk Song”? 

22. What sad song did Elvis Presley record in the 1950’s? 

23. In the song “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer”, what did grandma go to get? 

24. What were Frosty The Snowman’s last words? 

25. What year did the Band Aid release “Do They Know It’s Christmas Eve”?  

  1983, 1984, or 1985? 

Answers in next week’s newsletter! 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
 

PRAYER CYCLE 

 

NEWARK UNITED CHURCH 
(NEAR INGERSOLL) 

 
Prayers for our church families  

enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 
 

We give thanks for the many years of                     

Life and Witness of  

~ Julie Starling ~ 

who entered the presence of her Lord on 

December 9, 2021 
 

 
 
 
 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a  
difficult time, such as illness,  
hospitalization, loneliness,  

or any of life’s  challenges, our  
Pastoral Care team is  
available for support.   

 

Please call the Church office and you will be 
contacted by a member of our team: Linda Ol-
son, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, Liz Dunlop, 

Paul Stewart. 
 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach Ar-
lene or Mallory through  
Facebook Messenger  

(you do not need a  
Facebook account to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

