“News for the Pews”

Sunday, January 9, 2022

PANDEMIC UPDATE:
The Reopening Committee met on Tuesday,
January 4th to discuss the ever-changing
pandemic and how changing regulations from the
province affect the life and work of the church.
We discussed in-person worship, virtual worship, building usage by
rental groups, building usage by volunteers and committees, and
staff working in the building.
In-person worship will continue for as long as we are
able and we have the volunteers who feel comfortable
to do so. We are blessed to have such a dedicated
group of people! Please thank them.
Virtual worship will continue with our zoom format so
that we can gather virtually. Please send us a message
how you think we can improve your zoom worship experience. The service will continue to be recorded and
posted on You-tube later the same day.
Our rental groups are all “on-hold” for the time being,
and their return will be dictated by provincial guidelines
and their comfort level. Of note: our building is used by
a particular group who is deemed as mental health support, and therefore can continue their meetings under
specific restrictions.
Committees and groups of WKUC may continue to
meet at the building if they desire. You are performing
work of the church and not meeting socially. Of course,
the option for meetings via zoom is always available.
Please ask for the calendar to be updated for your committee’s preference.
Our staff will continue to work in the building to their
own comfort level. Luckily, the building is laid out in
such a way that we each have our own spaces and ventilation for those spaces.

If you have any questions, concerns, or other observations, we
encourage you to share them with us; some folks have already
done so and we have made changes as necessary.
The Reopening Committee
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CONNECT WITH US!
91 Askin Street
London, Ontario
N6C 1E7
519-673-4803
wesleyknox@bellnet.ca
www.wesleyknox.com
Facebook
Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring

and active faith community.
A place to learn, grow,
build a relationship with God
and make a difference
in the world.

Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:30 am to 2:30 pm
(Lunch: 12 pm to 1 pm)
Friday
8:30 am to 12:30 pm

Worship Services Live on Zoom

In This Edition…

Page 1 -Pandemic Update

Starting this Sunday, November 28,
Wesley-Knox worship services will
be available live over Zoom. You
can join the Zoom meeting over the
internet or by phone, even chat
with others in the meeting before
or after the service.

Page 2 -How and why to register for worship
-How to join worship by Zoom
Page 3 -Minister’s Musings
Page 4 -Sunday School information
-Proofreaders required!
-Annual report information
-Music Notes

Each Zoom meeting will be recorded and made available on our
YouTube channel later that day. The
same invitation will be used each
week. Here is the link to join over
the internet:

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth
Page 6 -Prayer Cycle & Resources

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84444702195?
pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMU
hTb05yZz09

REGISTER FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP
COPY & PASTE INTO YOUR BROWSER:
https://rsvp.church/r/nIpO74ST

To join by phone, use 647 374 4685
(Toronto area code - charges may
apply) with Meeting ID: 844 4470
2195 and Passcode: 146622.

WE ASK THAT YOU CONTINUE TO REGISTER
FOR WORSHIP. IT IS FASTER AND EASIER
FOR OUR VOLUNTEER USHERING TEAM TO
COMPILE A CONTACT TRACING LOG.

***Any changes to
in-person worship
will be announced on our Facebook
page, our website,
and in our newsletter.
If in doubt, please call the church
office during office hours,
or the booking liaison listed on the
back of the bulletin.***
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Minister’s Musing
The Journey of the Magi
This week on January 09, 2022, Christian Churches all over the world celebrated the Feast of the
Epiphany. Today we reflect once again on the strange story of the astrologers who made their pilgrimage to Bethlehem and to the infant Christ.
Thomas Stearns Eliot wrote at the beginning of his poem, Journey of the Magi. “A cold coming we
had of it, Just the worst time of the year for a journey, and such a long journey: the ways deep and
the weather sharp, the very dead of winter.”
Eliot uses these words to remind us that the journey to the manger, the journey to adoration was a
hard one. This was no stroll, no walk in the park, this was hard going. We find this Epiphany to be
hard going. The journey we’re on is a tough one. The pandemic continues to make its impact on our
lives and bite into our mental health and physical wellbeing. We have not had to deal with anything
quite like this before – we are experiencing a hard time.
But the Magi kept their eyes on the star and their hearts set on the goal of their journey. WesleyKnox let us keep our eyes on the star and our hearts set on the goal of the journey. There is the
harshness of the journey but there is also God with us. The journey we are on is hard but the Lord
will rise upon us and God’s glory will appear over us – we have God’s word for it, for the “Word was
made flesh and live among us.”
Rev. Abiel
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MUSIC NOTES

This Sunday, January 9, 2022, we will be learning a new-to -us hymn from the "More Voices"
hymnal. (#79 Spirit, Open My Heart) We will be selecting this hymn several times over the
next while to become more familiar with it. You can watch this You-tube video in advance to
learn it; the lyrics are on the screen.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKgEgwtxcZA

Sunday School winter break
continues. We will notify you when it resumes.
We continue with our “Learning with Children”
segment within the worship service and encourage you to attend service or join us on Zoom.

Are you willing to be a proofreader for the
Annual Report? If so, please contact the
office. We can either send it to you by email
or get you a paper copy.
Committee Chairs: please have someone
within your committee proofread your article PRIOR to submitting it to the office…
it certainly helps the project move along
steadily.

ANNUAL REPORT INFORMATION
TIMELINE FOR 2021 ANNUAL REPORT PREPARATION
ACTION ITEM

DUE DATE

RESPONSIBILITY

Reports to office no later than

Thu, Jan 13, 2022

LC, Minister, Department heads, Ctte chairs

Compile and finish formatting

Thu, Jan 20, 2022

Office Administrator (OA)

Take “orders” for printed copies

Thu, Jan 20, 2022

OA via newsletter and sign-up sheet

1st proofread

Thu, Jan 27, 2022

LC put a call out for volunteers

2nd proofread

Tue, Feb 01, 2022

LC put a call out for volunteers

Printing

Thu, Feb 03, 2022

OA + 1 volunteer (stapling)

Available for Congregation

Sun, Feb 06, 2022

OA (printed and newsletter release)

Congregational Meeting

Sun, Feb 13, 2022

LC + Minister
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MOMENT FOR MOTHER EARTH…
EarthKeepers Summit made 3 suggestions for creating a better
world fromTulku Lobsang Rinpoche:
1. Talk less, Listen more
2. .Give more than you take
3. .Don't focus so much on changing others, but focus on changing yourself. and after reading Lynne McTaggart's book The Power of Eight, I would add a fourth:
4. "Healing (the world) is all in the participation, the desire to pray (or
act intentionally) with one voice."
One of the summit speakers, Bruce Lipton discussed how Quantum Physics says that consciousness creates reality. When we look around us, does our consciousness want the
world we have? Typically, 95% of our world comes from the influences of others around us.
How do we learn to live more consciously and live with intention to shift the 95%?
Netflix: Don't Look Up
Streaming on Netflix - this film lit up my facebook feed. Some people love it, others
don't. Tell me what you think. I think they should have highlighted their partnership with
"Count Us In". Count Us In is a global movement of people and organizations taking effective action on climate change.
Listen to what Leonardo di Caprio has to say about the film.
Visit the https://dontlookup.count-us-in.com/ website which inspires with actions big and
small.
Responding to the climate crisis needs all of us - governments and organizations, communities and individuals. Too often, individual action is sometimes seen as separate from systems change, or simply not important. But we need both, and they are deeply connected. Our steps can help inspire leaders to take bolder action and support the broader systems change we all need.
Talking about climate change: enRoute magazine
How many of you saw the enRoute magazine that was delivered with the Globe recently?
They have an article called "Ask the Captain". This is a wonderful opportunity to let the airlines know you care about carbon emissions. I sent in a question, asking about which is the
most carbon-efficient plane - is it the largest plane? the smallest? the newest? When I have
a choice of planes to travel on - how do I choose the most climate-friendly option? They
were quick to respond, but I will have to follow up to get a broader answer:
The new Airbus A220 emits 20 per cent less carbon dioxide (CO2) and 50 per cent less Nitrogen oxides (NOx).because the aircraft is lighter and because the engines operate at a
more efficient and optimal rate it has up to 20 per cent lower fuel consumption.
To Ask the Captain, email: douglas.morris@aircanada.ca
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LONDON CARES HOTLINE:
519-667-2273 (24 HRS)
https://londoncares.ca/
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!)

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed

PRAYER CYCLE
HEBRON UNITED CHURCH
(Bright, Ontario…
southeast of Stratford)

We are part of the United Church of Canada
www.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7
https://arwrcucc.ca/

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness,
or any of life’s challenges, our
Pastoral Care team is
available for support.

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed
Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart.

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worshipliturgical-season

On evenings and weekends, you may
reach Arlene or Mallory through
Facebook Messenger
(you do not need a
Facebook account to do this.)

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council,
Committees, and Volunteers:
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-andguidelines
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