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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

When we read or hear about climate change these 
days it’s often another wake-up call from a segment 
of the scientific community. Or it’s Greta Thunberg 
scolding adults for not taking the problem seriously. 
Or it’s really about politics with any impact on the en-
vironment largely ignored or held hostage for political 
gain. It’s easy to be cynical about climate change. 
Worse, it’s even easier to tune out and stick our 
heads in the sand. We don’t all react to the topic the 
same way, but if you’re like me it creates a big lump 
in your stomach which can feel debilitating. 
 
News for the Pews is not a scientific journal or a 
source for international news. Perhaps we should 
“change the channel” to another topic. Yet God is the 
centre of everything, and according to Rev. Michael 
Dowd (an eco-theologian and writer), at the heart of 
God is the earth and all creation. It’s difficult and in 
fact meaningless to try to separate God from our 
planet and all life on it. You may find this idea a 
stretch, but there are countless references to the nat-
ural world in the bible. The earth and all its passen-
gers is the first order of business in the book of Gen-
esis. 
 
It’s clear to me that the fate of mother earth is an im-
portant topic for us to talk about, sing about and pray 
about in church. We may not find meaningful an-
swers to the daunting issues anytime soon, but we’ll 
be contemplating, engaging and even celebrating 
creation such that we can’t forget the gratitude we 
feel and how important it is to all life. Having this in 
our hearts may help us make better decisions and be 
more inclined to participate in efforts to secure its fu-
ture for those who come after us. A rather (if not ex-
clusively) Christian notion to my ears!  
 
Tony Haworth for Reaching Out 

 

“Reaching Out” Ruminations 

Office Hours*
 

 

Monday through Thursday 

 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 (Lunch: 12 pm to 1 pm) 

Friday  8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

*** Closures: *** 

Wed April 27-29 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 
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In This Edition… 

Page 2 -Zoom link for worship 
 -Upcoming Dates to remember 
 -Loonies for Lent update 
 

Page 3 -Save the Date! Summer Camp 
 

Page 4 --All about PAR  
 -Faith and Politics, part 3 
 -Trivia Night 
 

Page 5 -Moment for Mother Earth 
 

Page 6 -KSS Concert 
 

Page 7 -WKUC is hiring for summer students! 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle and other resources 

Worship Services Live on Zoom 

 

Each Zoom meeting will be recorded and made 

available on our YouTube channel later that 

day. The same invitation will be used each 

week. Here is the link to join over the internet: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?

pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz0
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To join by phone, use 647 374 4685 (Toronto 

area code - charges may apply) with Meeting 

ID: 844 4470 2195 and Passcode: 146622.  

Upcoming dates to remember: 

April 23 @ 4:00 pm 

 -Family Connections event 

April 24 

 -Environmental Sunday: Reaching Out Ctte 

May 6 @ 7:30 pm 

 -Family Connections Trivia Night 

May 14 @ 4:00 pm 

 -Family Connections event 

May 15 

 -Memorial Ecumenical & Community service 

 -@ 2:30 pm 

May 23 

 -Victoria Day (Stat holiday-building closed) 

June 2 

 -Provincial Elections (building in use) 

June 16 - August 15 

 -Office hours change to 1/2 time 

Aug 2 through 5 

 -WKUC Summer Camp 

The total collected during our Loonies for Lent cam-
paign was $333.84.  The money will be donated to the 
United Church of Canada, specifically for "Emergency 

Response: Ukraine Crisis".  Thank you to everyone 
who donated to support this vital work. 

Proof of Vaccination 
 
Last November we made proof of vaccination man-
datory for all church use including worship ser-
vices.  On Wednesday April 13 Leadership Council 
moved to relax this mandate for all church use ex-
cept worship services, as of April 28.  This applies to 
rentals, committee and group meetings as well as 
volunteers working in the church.  Council tentatively 
approved removing the mandate for worship ser-
vices starting May 8.  This is tentative upon feedback 
from the congregation. Would you be comfortable 
removing this restriction, for worship services, as of 
May 8 or would you rather it be kept in place for 
the time being? Leadership Council would like your 
feedback on this.  Please respond to the question  in 
this mailing or contact one of your councillors 
(Topher Beck, Jen Cline, Beth Collingwood, Trevor 
Johnson, EJ Lamb, Lynda Laskey, John McFall, Craig 
Read).  You can also email leadershipcoun-
cil@wesleyknox.com. Printed copies of the question 
will be available at the back of the church.  On May 1 
Council will make the decision for May 8.  If the deci-
sion is to keep the mandate in place, then Council 
will monitor the situation at our monthly 
meetings.   Masking continues to be required for all 
church use. 
 
Thank you 
 
John McFall — Chair, Leadership Council 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
mailto:leadershipcouncil@wesleyknox.com
mailto:leadershipcouncil@wesleyknox.com
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As any golfer would say,  
“It is great to be on PAR!” 

 

Fifty-five percent of our congregants have 
joined PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance) to 
have their offering automatically withdrawn 
from their bank accounts each month. 
 

This has always been an easy, convenient, 
safe, and secure way of making sure that your 
offering reaches the church, even if your are 
away.   
 

PAR has enabled the church to confidently 
budget going forward, even when in-person 
worship is not possible. 
 

Since Covid-19 started, we have taken the           
advice of the United Church and suspended   
offertory plates being handed down the pews.  
We have an Offertory box placed at the back 
of the sanctuary and an offertory plate at the 
front of the sanctuary near the accessible en-
trance.  This new way of doing the offering 
means that social distancing can be main-
tained, and everyone’s health and safety are 
considered.   
 

However, PAR is still a better method. 
• Your chosen offering is automatically        

safely withdrawn 
• You make a clear statement of what is               

important to you and what takes a place of 
priority in your household budget 

• You don’t require envelopes for offerings 
and this cuts down on expense and                  
paperwork 

• You don’t miss supporting the church’s 
work because you are away 

• Changes to your donation can be made      
easily, any time you wish 

 
A dependable flow of contributions helps keep 
the church, and most importantly the good 
work the church does, on financially stable 
ground. 
 
This makes the perfect time for you to                 
consider joining PAR.  It is very easy to do.   
 
Forms are available in the sanctuary at the 
front and back entrances, and just outside 
the church office.  You can always ask an 
usher/greeter for assistance!  If you are            
currently on PAR and wish to make changes, 
those forms are outside the office. 

Faith 
and 

Politics 
- 3 

 

Today we continue our thoughts on 'How should Chris-
tians engage in politics?' 

 
Christians should perhaps engage in politics in a way 
that avoids tribalism and defensiveness. Our political vi-
sion is not about safeguarding our place in the world out 
of fear but, because of our hope, about seeking justice 
and flourishing for all. Why does so much of our political 
talk betray a concern for our own welfare and interests 
before those of others? Christians, of all people, ought to 
have the confidence - the hope - to speak in a way that 
isn't just about our self-preservation. 
 

Submitted by Rev. Abiel 

Merry Wester is making Strawberry-

Rhubarb jam this year.      

If you would  like some, 

please pre-order with 

her so that she knows 

how many jars to make! 
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Moment for Mother Earth 
 

  

Nature Based Solutions: Gardening with Native Plants 

Have you read Douglas Tallamy's book: Nature's Best Hope?  He articulates a new approach to 
conservation that starts in your own yard - an argument for why we should re-wild our urban 
lawns to overcome the loss of habitat caused by urban sprawl. Join the growing movement to plant 
native plants in your garden to help feed the birds, bees and butterflies. Support our native plant 
fundraiser:  Sale ends May 13. Order now as some species are already sold out!  Want to learn 
more about gardening with native plants?  Visit us (and Pollinator Pathways Project) at Seedy Sat-
urday, Dundas Place, Saturday April 23 10am -4pm. Have you considered creating a rain garden on 
your property?  The London Environmental Network is offering up to $1,000 reimbursement on the 
cost of installation.  Apply by May 9th. 
 
 

Thriving London: 

Want to get involved in a new group forming in London to encourage a shift to a London that 
works for everyone?  We pledge to be public advocates for a better London - one that all London-
ers can be proud of. Visit us at EarthFest and tell us what you think makes a Thriving Lon-
don. https://thrivinglondon.ca. 

https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=3ef5d7ab26&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=b3a8ea6f95&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=bca8157268&e=c2f29f1110
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=076bdb0d04&e=c2f29f1110
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
PRAYER CYCLE 

 

DUNWOOD UNITED CHURCH 
(Dutton, Ontario) 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a  
difficult time, such as illness,  
hospitalization, loneliness,  

or any of life’s  challenges, our  
Pastoral Care team is  
available for support.   

 

Please call the Church office and you will be 
contacted by a member of our team:               

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,            
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart. 

 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach Ar-
lene or Mallory through  
Facebook Messenger  

(you do not need a  
Facebook account to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

