
1 

 

“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  

 and active faith community. 

A place to learn, grow,  

 build a relationship with God  

 and make a difference  

 in the world. 

To Love as Jesus Loves Us 
 
A story is told of William Gladstone, a member of the British parliament 
in the mid 1800s, who announced the death of Princess Alice to the 
House of Commons. With the announcement he told this story. The 
little daughter of Princess Alice was seriously ill with diphtheria. The 
doctors told the princess not to kiss her little daughter because that 
would endanger her own life by breathing in the child’s breath. 
 
Once when the child was struggling to breathe, the mother, forgetting 
herself entirely, took the little one into her arms to keep her from chok-
ing to death. Rasping and struggling for her life, the child said, 
“Mumma, kiss me!” Only thinking about her dying child and without a 
thought for herself the mother tenderly kissed her daughter. She got 
diphtheria and soon after Princess Alice died. 
 
Real love forgets self. Real love knows no danger. Real love doesn’t 
count the cost. The Bible says, “Many waters can’t quench love, nei-
ther can floods drown it” (Song of Solomon 8:7). 
Jesus’ words could easily be about being a good mother or father, but 
actually they are aimed at the whole Christian family, at the whole 
Church. Jesus says, 
 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, 
just like I have loved you; that you also love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35). 

 
Take note that love is not an option for the followers of Jesus. Jesus 
says, “A new commandment I give to you”. Not a suggestion, not a 
recommendation. A commandment! This is not just a command to love 
like our mother or father but to love in the same way that Jesus loves 
us. Jesus said, “Love one another, just like I have loved you; that you 
also love one another.” Notice the little word “must”. Just as there was 
no getting around our mother’s command, “You must wash your hands 
before eating”, likewise there is no way around this command of Je-
sus, “Love one another.” 
 

-submitted by Rev. Dr. Abiel Khalema 

Ministers Musings 

Office Hours*
 

 

Monday through Thursday 

 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 

 (Lunch: 12 pm to 1 pm) 

Friday  8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

*** Closures: *** 

Monday, May 23 (Stat Holiday) 

*ALL STAFF* 

Sunday, May 15, 2022 
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In This Edition… 
 

Page 2 -Zoom link for worship 
 -Upcoming Dates to remember 
 -Save the date 
 

Page 3 -Poster of May 15 worship service 
 

Page 4 -All about the special service & livestream link 
 -Faith and Politics 
 

Page 5 -MS Walk, Thank you, R&R request 
 

Page 6 -Moment for mother Earth 
 

Page 7 -What is 519 Pursuit? 
 

Page 8 -Prayer Cycle and other resources 

Worship Services Live on Zoom 

 

Each Zoom meeting will be recorded 

and made available on our YouTube 

channel later that day. The same in-

vitation will be used each week. 

Here is the link to join over the in-

ternet: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/84444702195?

pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMU

hTb05yZz09 

 

To join by phone, use 647 374 4685 

(Toronto area code - charges may 

apply) with Meeting ID: 844 4470 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

May 13 @ 6:00 pm 

 -Parents Night Out *CANCELLED* 

May 14 @ 4:00 pm 

 -Family Connections event 

May 15 

 -Community Worship Service of Covid Healing 

 -@ 2:30 pm (also livestreamed, see website) 

May 23 

 -Victoria Day (Stat holiday-building closed) 

May 29 

 -Youth-led service 

June 2 

 -Provincial Elections (building in use) 

June 12 

 -Confirmation Sunday 

June 16 - August 15 

 -Office hours change to 1/2 time 

June 19 

 -Father’s Day 

Aug 2 through 5 

 -WKUC Summer Camp 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84444702195?pwd=V01RWEErQmM1bStZVXliMUhTb05yZz09
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Faith and Politics - 6 & 7 

Could we all be a little less dogmatic and 
more curious about politics? Could we not 
be curious about why the other person dis-
agrees so profoundly? Could we not pa-
tiently respond to the person who asks 
about our views? Jonathan Haidt’s 
book, The Righteous Mind, is an eye-
opening account of how and why people of 
good will disagree. Why can it sometimes 
feel as though half the population is living 
in a different moral universe? Why do ideas 
such as 'fairness' and 'freedom' mean such 
different things to different people? Why is 
it so hard to see things from another view-
point? Why do we come to blows over poli-
tics and religion? Perhaps the disagree-
ment lies more in personality differences 
than anything. And maybe our political pref-
erences are more about our personality 
than about our faith after all. Fascinating 
stuff! 
 

Submitted by Rev. Abiel 

Community Service of Covid Healing 
 
On Sunday May 15 at 2:30 pm Wesley-Knox 
United Church (91 Askin St.) will host a special 
ecumenical service to which we are inviting 
London churches and the community at large.  
This will be a time to reflect on and 
acknowledge all that we have lost during the 
pandemic of the past two years.  It has 
touched virtually every aspect of our individual 
lives, and the lives of our families, friends and 
colleagues. Our losses may include people, 
jobs, health, savings, activities, gatherings, en-
tertainment, hobbies, service to those in need 
and so on.  This will be a time to restore our 
sense of well-being, to begin to rebuild our 
lives, to imagine new ways of being in commu-
nity, and to join with those of a like-minded 
spirit. The service will be led by Rev. Dr. Abiel 
Khalema and clergy from various churches in 
London and will include special music from the 
Wesley-Knox Adult Choir. 
 
Please mark this on your calendar and give 
yourself the time and space to participate in 
this important service.  The service will be live-
streamed for those unable to attend in person.  

 
 
 
 

https://
www.eyepoweredmedia.com/

wesley-knox 

BOOKMARK THE 
LIVESTREAM LINK NOW 

then you will be ready to 
watch it the day-of! 

https://www.eyepoweredmedia.com/wesley-knox
https://www.eyepoweredmedia.com/wesley-knox
https://www.eyepoweredmedia.com/wesley-knox
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Thanks to everyone who  
purchased Girl Guide Cookies 

from Juliana and Renee!  
Your support means a lot to 

the girls of the                    
Third London Guides Unit.  

M.S. Walk 
May 29, 2022 

 
To donate to the MS Walk for Arlene and May, please go to www.mswalks.ca  

(notice that it is “walks” not “walk”.)   
If you wish to sponsor by cash or cheque, please see May McAllister. 

 
At the top right, use the “Fundraiser Search” to find our 

team!  Enter “WK Walkers”. 
 

There are two tabs: 
“Fundraisers” are the team members.  If you wish to 
sponsor us individually, select the person and proceed 
with your donation. 
 
“Teams” is the two of us working together.  If you wish to 
sponsor us as a team, proceed with your donation here. 

 
In either case, click the “Donate Now!” button on the right-hand side and fill in the required fields. 
 
The first way to pay is PayPal, but if you wish to use a credit card, fill out the “Contact Details” and continue 
to the bottom of the page and click on the pay by Credit Card button. 
 

Arlene and May thank you! 

Resources and           

Renewal request: 

If you have keys to the 

building (keys to do 

with the building) you 

are no longer using or 

needing, please return them to the 

office.  We need to re-distribute some 

keys and we can save our selves the 

cost of cutting new keys by recalling 

keys not in use. 

http://www.mswalks.ca
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Moment for Mother Earth 

 
The warmer weather beckons us to head back outside!  There are so many easy 
climate-positive actions from our food choices, to how we steward our proper-
ties.  Have you considered that our yards are part of the greater environmental 
eco-system?  We can use our yards as an opportunity to support nature and cli-
mate resiliency by converting more lawn to garden and planting more native 
plants, including shrubs. Consider the Smooth Wild Rose (rosa blanda) offered at our plant sale, it 
grows to 4-6' high and blooms in early summer. It will grow in most soil conditions, and likes full 
sun.   
 
Plant Sale: last call 
Join the growing movement to plant native plants in your garden to help feed the birds, bees and 
butterflies. Support our native plant fundraiser:  Order now as some species are already sold 
out!  The recipient of this year's sponsored garden is in Kiwanis Park. Support the creation of this 
pollinator garden by purchasing some plants to donate to the garden (see donate option at the end 
of the order form). 
Can you help volunteer at the plant pick-up day on Sat May 28? Sign up here 
 
Summer Jobs: Chef and Digital specialist 
We have received grants to host a plant-based cooking course at Indwell'sWoodfield Gate resi-
dence.  A cooking course will provide Indwell residents with healthy, affordable meals, a chance to 
try something new and improve their cooking skills. The food for this course has been generously 
donated by the United Church of Canada.  The LEN has provided a grant for a supervisor and to 
fund a courtyard garden. Participants will attend a cooking class, get to try the recipe of the week 
and take home a food kit to make the recipe again at home. 
We also received a grant from Canada Summer Jobs to hire 2 students to help launch this pro-
gram. Do you know anyone who likes to cook? Or a digital specialist to help market this program 
within Indwell and in London? Due to the grant funder, applicants must be 30 years old or less. Find 
out more on our website: www.ClimateActionLondon.ca 
 
Divestment: For Our Kids event 
For Our Kids is hosting a Google Review Party on Thursday, May 12 at 8pm EDT. We'll share how 
Canada's big banks - RBC, TD, Scotiabank, BMO, and CIBC - are actively contributing to climate 
chaos by funding fossil fuel companies and projects, and walk through the steps of posting an online 
review of your bank that reflects your concerns.  
Be sure to register to receive a link for the event here. 
You can also find more about Canada's big five banks and their investments here. 
 
Petition of the week: palm oil 
Greenpeace wants you to sign a petition to halt a trade deal that could increase palm oil imports and 
threaten communities and wildlife in Indonesia. Palm oil imports to Canada are already up a massive 
400% since 2007. Any deal that opens the door to more of this destruction would be a disaster.  This 
expansion is also a danger to 54% of all threatened mammals and 64% of all threatened birds glob-
ally? [1] 
Sign now to tell Mary Ng to halt the trade deal now. 
[1] https://www.greenpeace.org/static/planet4-international-stateless/2019/09/98db6c73-
gp_cte_report_lowres.pdf  



7 

 

Donations for 519 Pursuit 
 
It's time to switch from winter boots to running 
shoes!  519 Pursuit is collecting new or gently used 
running shoes in adult sizes for Londoners who are 
homeless.  We can help!  Donations of running 
shoes can be placed in the bin at the back of the 
Sanctuary throughout May and June. 
 
The following items are also needed and can be 
placed in the bin as well. 
- Blankets 
- Spring jackets 
- Hoodies (for men/women, all sizes) 
- Sweatpants (for men/women all sizes) 
- Jeans (men/women all sizes)  
- Tights (women’s all sizes)  
- Brand new men/woman underwear all sizes  
- Tents 
- Tarps 
- Bungee cords 
- Back packs/ Gym bags / small luggage with wheels 
- Brand new men/women underwear all sizes   
- Individual wrapped snack items (Non-Perishable) 
- Brand new tooth brushes 

New Initiative at Wesley-Knox with  

519 Pursuit to Help End Homelessness 
 

Wesley-Knox United Church is deepening our relationship 

with 519 Pursuit in 2022 to help them in their mission of 

working with Londoners who are experiencing homeless-

ness. 

 

On Tuesday evenings this spring and summer, groups of 

519 Pursuit volunteers will be using the back Sunday 

School room to develop innovative programs as they ex-

pand their work in new ways.  The group is hoping to 

grow a visiting program for newly housed people so they 

will not feel alone or isolated in their new surroundings. 

 

519 Pursuit is a small, volunteer-run, non-profit organiza-

tion that provides intentional friendship, food and basic 

needs to Londoners experiencing homelessness and living 

outside in tents, doorways, and other spaces. The organi-

zation was founded by current leader Allison DeBlaire in 

November 2017.  Since then, and throughout the pan-

demic, Allison and the volunteers of 519 Pursuit have 

been an important piece of the puzzle in solving home-

lessness in London.  You can learn more about them by 

visiting www.519Pursuit.ca 

 

Wesley-Knox has been supporting the organization’s work 

for some time either through the donation drives orga-

nized under the leadership of Diane Knoppert and the 

Reaching Out Committee, or through collaborative work 

with Glen Pearson and the London and Area Foodbank.  

This new initiative deepens our relationship with them. 

 

Jesus calls us to act in the world around us against pov-

erty and injustice.  We are excited that our growing rela-

tionship with this dynamic volunteer-run organization 

provides us with one more way to live out this mission. 

 

Stay tuned.  Allison will be joining us one Sunday worship 

soon to share more about the organization.  In the mean-

time, check out the latest collection drive information 

from Diane and Reaching Out in this issue of the news-

letter.  
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
PRAYER CYCLE 

 

INNERKIP UNITED CHURCH 
(near Woodstock) 

 
 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a  
difficult time, such as illness,  
hospitalization, loneliness,  

or any of life’s  challenges, our  
Pastoral Care team is  
available for support.   

 

Please call the Church office and you will be 
contacted by a member of our team:               

Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,            
Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart. 

 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach Ar-
lene or Mallory through  
Facebook Messenger  

(you do not need a  
Facebook account to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/

