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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 
 

 

You-Tube 
 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  
 and active faith community. 
A place to learn, grow,  
 build a relationship with God  
 and make a difference  
 in the world. 

Friends 
 
What a busy and wonderful weekend it was here at church.  
Saturday we were blessed to be with David and Dianne and 
those who help with the refugee resettlement project at First 
St Andrew’s.  Sunday, of course was the joy of the Canadian 
Chamber Choir who joined us for a choral workshop and a 
concert.  The music was spectacular.  What I enjoyed most 
was not the obvious quality of the choir, but the selection of 
indigenous music.  Its chord progressions and harmonies 
are so unique and moving.  It’s connection to the earth and 
the simplicity of lyrics that express a deep reverence for the 
gifts that the earth shares with us.  I would encourage all of 
you to make a priority to join us next time they are here.  You 
will not regret it!  
 
In my World Religion classes I would lecture about the differ-
ence between the “spatial” and “temporal” spiritualities of 
indigenous vs western religions.  This was a perfect exam-
ple.  In western religious experience (think us), we are linked 
closely with time, which of course is  linear. There is a past, 
present and future.  We celebrate 
historical events and people like 
MLK Jr. Day, Canada Day, a fa-
mous person’s birthday, or the 
end of a war.  It’s very historically 
driven.  Most indigenous spiritual-
ities, on the other hand, are spa-
tial.  They are centered not on 
time, but on place.  This applies 
to almost all indigenous faiths, 
whether its First Nations people 
on Turtle Island or the Aboriginal 
peoples of the Pacific.  Here, reli 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 

Regular Hours 
 

Mondays through Thursdays: 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Fridays: 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Upcoming closures 
 

There are  

NO PLANNED  

closures. 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
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Lenten Bible Study 

Coming Soon!  
 

"The Grace of  

Les Miserable"  

by Matt Rawles 
 

Come explore where  

Grace and Justice intersect  

with the mercy of God! 
 

• Mondays during Lent Starting 

• February 27th 

• in person or via Zoom Join us!  

• Books can be purchased at: 

www.cokesbury.com/The-Grace-

of-Les-Miserables or Amazon or 

Google Books 

• (Zoom Link will be available in 

weekly newsletter at WK, and 

online will require an RSVP to 

get the zoom invite.) 

MINISTER’S  MUSINGS, CON’T 
 
gious expression most often is around a harvest 
festival or a sacred river or mountain.  I think this 
breeds a spirituality that honors a scared connec-
tion to the world in a way that we in western Euro-
pean/North American experience don’t under-
stand.  I think that impoverishes us in many 
ways…in our connections to the earth, the Divine 
and each other.  As I settle into Canadian culture, I 
am trying to be sensitive to the many things I have 
to learn, and one thing I have noticed is that Cana-
dian culture tries to dialogue with and honor indig-
enous culture in a way that American culture just 
tries to “cutesify” it for our entertainment.  That’s 
an important lesson.  May we always be a people 
who encounter others culture and understandings 
with the openness to be changed for the better! In 
so doing, we honor the holy in each other. 
 
Have a great week, 
 
Rev. Rob + 
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Upcoming 2 weeks (check online for latest updates…) 

UCW Pot-Luck Supper and  
Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, January 25th 

(arrive after 5.30 pm for 6 pm dinner) 
Please bring your own tableware as well as 
a dish to share.  The AGM starts at 7 pm. 

Please read the UCW Annual  
Report before the meeting.  

(Watch your email for it). 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men in the congregation are invited to 

attend Men’s Breakfast on  
Sunday, February 5th, 2023,  

at Highland Golf and Country Club. 
Cost is $15 (all inclusive). 

Please contact David Knoppert 
(davidknoppert[at]sympatico.ca OR  

519-668-4063) for more detail and to RSVP. 
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Submitted by Brian Dalton...stories about UCW Apple Pies… 
 
Kind Tale One...a passing 
On a Sunday after church I managed to buy an extra pie off Cora.   
No small feat.  I chose to visit with Ethel* a property care customer of mine who was in palliative home care at 
home.  Ethel’s family was with Ethel on a 24 hour basis.  Ethel’s daughter answered the front door and an-
nounced my presence.  Ethel’s first words was “How is my hair”, perfect was the reply.  I held Ethel’s hand on 
one side of the hospital bed setup in the living room and her daughter held the pie like a waiter on the other side.  
I learned later that the daughter complained of frozen fingers.  Ethel passed on the next day, however not before 
Ethel had a taste of your apple pie.  That is because as soon as I left the daughter put the pie in the oven and 
Ethel and daughter enjoyed a shared treat.  Good memory. 
 
Kind Tale Two … sharing 
Last fall I gave a pie to one of my snow customers Joyce.  Joyce being the kind of person she was cooked this 
pie directly, cut it into six servings and distributed these servings to nursing home residents that Joyce visited on 
a regular basis.  Joyce has passed on, however her kindness is remembered. 
 
Kind Tale Three … coveting 
A Mother and Daughter tale.  On a Sunday after church a year ago I delivered two pies to the daughter asking 
her to pass on one pie to her mum.  Paula’s comment to me was “I don’t know if mum will receive a pie they look 
so good”.  This fall at pie season I spoke with mum regarding WKUC Unit Four apple pies.  Mum’s response was 
“Apple pie is my favorite”.  It became obvious to me that mum had no knowledge of the pies I had passed on to 
Paula. 
...So... 
This fall I passed two pies to mum asking mum to share one pie with Paula.  Paula in the meantime had con-
fessed to her mum that Paula and sons had enjoyed both pies.  Jig was up.  Both parties are aware so in the 

future I will deliver a pie to each household.  No more 
temptation.  The moral is “The truth comes out usual-
ly, sometimes slowly but the “Wheel of Life” grinds on.  
Note: Kind tale is true. Paula’s name is different. 
 
I have many positive experiences gifting apple pies 
made by the women of Unit Four Wesley Knox United 
Church. 
 
Thank you for the memories 
Brian Dalton 
 

 
 

Do you have a story about someone or an event that happened at the church  
or with a congregant that you’d like to share?   

Submit it to the newsletter this winter!   
(Please check with the person first that it’s ok to share the story.) 

Heart-warming Stories for Cold and Snowy Days 
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FEATURED LIBRARY BOOK 

Our Treaty History: Chippewas of the Thames 

First Nation by Jody Kechego.  “Today, Chip-

pewas of the Thames is a small community 

bound by about 10,000 acres of reserve land 

on the northern side of the Thames Riv-

er.  Within Chippewas of the Thames reserve 

is another reserve called Munsee-Delaware 

First Nation.  Across the Thames River on the 

south side is yet another reserve called Onei-

da Nation of the Thames.  These communi-

ties represent three distinct nations living 

next to one another.” (page 1).  One of a se-

ries of books written to help First Nation 

youth learn about their history from an Indig-

enous perspective.  Available after church or 

contact Diane Knoppert. 

CHOIR SECURITY 
The security calendar is filling up nicely.  
If you have 1 ½ hours on a Thursday night to 
help out with security, please add your name 
to the schedule posted on the bulletin board 
inside the parking lot door.  You will also find 
a sheet of instructions you can take with you. 
Or give Cathie a call! 
 
When: Thursdays Time: 4:30 to 6:10 
 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
You will want to be included in the new  
directory for sure!  Dates are March 27 to 
April 6.  We will be calling all Wesley-Knox 
members and adherents to book an individu-
al portrait appointment. This is a free en-
deavor, unless you want to purchase personal 
portrait packages. You will be contacted to 
secure a private photo shoot. We will start 
sign ups at the Annual meeting in February.  

SWEETS FOR EASTER 
Arlene and Cathie are just not sweet enough! 
We’re running a Purdy’s Chocolate Easter 
fundraiser.  You can order and pay online, or 
we will help you submit a paper order.  Deliv-
ery will come to the church, 1 week before 
Easter.  You can pick up your Easter chocolate 
and get your portrait done all in one trip. 
How convenient!  An order link along with 
more information to come next week – 
watch for it!! 
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Updates from Family Ministries 

HOSTED AT  

FIRST ST.               

ANDREW’S              

UNITED CHURCH. 

 

ALL AGES            

WELCOME! 

 

REGISTRATION           

INFORMATION IS 

IN THE POSTER. 

Volunteers Needed: Nursery, Children’s Worship, and Family Camp 

The Faith Formation Committee is seeking volunteers for the Nursery,  

Children’s Worship, and Family Camp.  
 

Nursery volunteers would supervise infants and toddlers in the nursery space, and/or as-

sist parents, during worship. 
 

Children’s Worship (Sunday School) Volunteers would be responsible for planning and im-

plementing a lesson, following a curriculum, for the children who come to worship on Sun-

day mornings. Commitment is once every 2-5 weeks, depending on volunteers.  
 

The Family Camp Planning Team will plan, promote, and fundraise (as needed) for the 

June 2023 Wesley-Knox Family Camp.  
 

For more information or to share your interest, please contact Dan, dan@wesleyknox.com 

or 519-673-4803 ext. 203 

mailto:dan@wesleyknox.com
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Afghan Refugee Family Fund Raising Weekend 
 

This past weekend was a wonderful time of fun, and fellowship for a good cause.  On Saturday 
‘guest’ golfers contributed 1,136 feet to David Knoppert’s 5,280 feet (827 holed putts) for a GRAND 
total of 6,316 feet of HOLED putts. Definitely a GUINNESS World Record! 

 

On Sunday our congregation and the visiting Canadian Chamber Choir were treated to a wonderful 
chili luncheon. The lower hall was packed and people truly enjoyed being able to gather over a meal 
again. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who helped. Special thanks to the Wesley Knox Reaching Out Committee 
and the First St Andrews Afghan Refugee Committee for all of their combined work on both Satur-
day and Sunday.  And another special thank you to Heather Greenfield for coordinating our efforts 
in the kitchen. 

 

Wesley Knox contributed just under $2100 to help bring this family to Canada!  
Well done WK, thank you! 

 

How many Pieces of Pasta in the Jar? 
Thank you to Sagi of Wortley and Karpos Mediterranean Style Dried Nuts and Fruits  

• 1
st
 Prize - $100 Gift Certificate to Sagi of Wortley Village 

• 2
nd

 Prize – Gift Basket from Karpos 
 

The winners will be announced on Sun at both WK and FSA. 

Indwell 
 

During his first sermon with us Rob spoke about his 
wish that Wesley Knox could give Hope to People 
and work to Change Lives. Margo and Glen spoke 
recently from the pulpit about Indwell’s Nurses for 
Housing Campaign. David Knoppert and group last 
week end held a fun raising event to support London 
Lifts , a fun raising event to support the efforts to 
bring an Afghan family to London. I know some of 
you have donated to both these events. The Nurses 
for Housing Campaign will run for all of 2023 . I invite 
you to pick up a flyer from the back of the church 
and support Indwell’s Nurses for Housing Campaign. 
Indwell’s Embassy residence is presently housing 
people who were experiencing homelessness. We at 
Wesley Knox can give Hope and Change Lives by sup-
porting their next project to restructure the South St. 
War Memorial Children’s Hospital by donating to the 
Nurses for Housing Campaign. Let’s all work to give 
Hope and Change Lives for those who are homeless. 

 

Submitted by Donna Fraleigh 

Annual Reports 

If you would like a printed copy, there is a 

“sign-up” sheet across from the water foun-

tain (on the Parlour level).  They will be 

available for Sunday, February 5th, in print 

version and electronic version, which is one 

week prior to the Annual General Congrega-

tional Meeting. 



8 

 

 
 

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
PRAYER CYCLE 

 

Villages United Church 
(Granton, Ontario 

...between Lucan and St. Mary’s) 
 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 
If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult time, 

such as illness, hospitalization, loneliness,  
or any of life’s  challenges, our Pastoral Care team 

is available for support.   
 

Please call the Church office and you will be con-
tacted by a member of our team: Linda Olson,       

Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, Liz Dunlop,                          
Paul Stewart. 

 
On evenings and weekends, you may reach Arlene 

or Mallory through Facebook Messenger  
(you do not need a  

Facebook account to do this.)   
 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

Anyone wishing to place flowers in the sanctuary for 
a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, is 
encouraged to do so.  It brightens our worship, and, 
by adding a message in the bulletin, it connects us 
as a congregation.  If you wish to place flowers, 
please call or email Liz Dunlop.  She will give you the 
information you need and confirm the date, and 
make sure the office has the information for the bul-
letin.  Thank you! 
 

Liz Dunlop, Sanctuary Flower Coordinator 
(519) 668-2507 E-mail: ldunlop@rogers.com 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/
mailto:ldunlop@rogers.com

