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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 
 

 

You-Tube 
 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  
 and active faith community. 
A place to learn, grow,  
 build a relationship with God  
 and make a difference  
 in the world. 

For all the Saints 
Marguerite Bourgeoys  
(12 January) 
 

Marguerite Bourgeoys, (17 April 1620 
– 12 January 1700), was a French nun 
and founder of the Congregation of 
Notre Dame of Montreal in the colony 
of New France, now part of Québec, 
Canada. 
 

Born in Troyes, Marguerite was never interested in joining the 
religious community of Notre Dame, because, while they min-
istered to the poor, they remained in cloister, meaning they 
lived only behind the convent walls. This meant they couldn’t 
reach the poorest of the poor who were not able to be a part 
of convent community. This led to her decision to become part 
of a sodality, ministering to the poor from outside the convent. 
She was recruited by the governor of Montreal to set up a con-
vent in New France, and she sailed to Fort Ville-Marie (now 
Montreal) by 1653. There she developed the convent. She and 
her congregation educated young girls, the poor, and children 
of First Nations until shortly before her death in early 1700. 
 

She is significant for developing one of the first uncloistered 
religious communities in the Catholic Church. Declared 
"venerable" by the pope in 1878, she was canonized in 1982 as 
the first female saint of Canada. 
 

NOTE: As we read about the history of “the saints”, two things 
are important to note:  First, while we in the United Church 
don’t officially canonize people as saints, we recognize that, 
like St Paul wrote, all baptized Christians are saints. The only 
question is how well we live into that sainthood! Another ob-
servation is that when we recognize a saint on a particular day, 
it is always on their date of their death (not birth). This is be-
cause in Christian Tradition, this was their “heavenly birthday”, 
the day they achieved full union with God in Heaven. 
 

~submitted by Rev. Rob 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 

Regular Hours 
 

Mondays through Thursdays: 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Fridays: 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Upcoming closures 
 

Arlene vacation: 

Feb 15, 16, 17 

Stat Holiday (all staff): 

Feb 20 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 
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Lenten Bible Study 
 

"The Grace of Les Miserable"  

by Matt Rawles 
 

Come explore where Grace and 
Justice intersect with the mercy of 

God! 
 

• Mondays during Lent Starting 
• February 27th 
• in person or via Zoom Join us!  
• Books can be purchased at: 

www.cokesbury.com/The-
Grace-of-Les-Miserables (in 
US dollars) or Amazon or 
Google Books  

• (Zoom Link will be available in weekly newsletter at 
WK, and online will require an RSVP to get the zoom 
invite.) 

Wishing Rev. Abiel & Caroline  

a very happy  

50th Anniversary  

on January 23rd! 

They had a quiet celebration 

while they were away. 

From the Inclusivity and Affirm Committee:  
The Progressive Pride Flag   

 

In 2018 a redesign of the 
common pride flag was 
created by Daniel Qua-
sar to include a chevron 
with the colours black, 
brown, light blue, pink, 
and white.  This design 
retains the common rainbow pride flag while adding the 
trans pride flag colours as well as black and brown to rep-
resent people of colour; all of whom are marginalized peo-
ple.  The arrow on the flag points to the right to show for-
ward progress.  This design was quickly referred to as The 
Progressive Pride Flag.  
 

As we explore and work towards what it means to be a      
Community of Faith that is affirming and inclusive, you are          
invited share what being inclusive means to you.  On Sun-
day, you will see the progressive flag in the sanctuary and 
in the social hall ready to receive your response to the 
question: 
 

• What does being inclusive mean to you? 
• Why is being an inclusive community important? 
 

Please write your response to one or both questions on 
the progressive pride flag. 
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Upcoming 2 weeks (check online for latest updates…) 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men in the congregation are invited to 

attend Men’s Breakfast on Sun Feb 5
th
, 

2023, at Highland Golf and Country Club. 

Cost is $15 (all inclusive). 

Please contact David Knoppert 

(davidknoppert@sympatico.ca OR 519-

668-4063) for more detail and to RSVP. 

2023 Wesley-Knox United Church  
Annual General Congregational Meeting 

 
On Sunday February 12, 2023 Wesley-Knox  
United Church will hold our Annual Meeting.   
For the first time since 2020, we will have a light 
lunch in the Social Hall after our worship service, 
followed immediately by the Annual Meeting. 

• Child care will be provided. 
• Families with last names starting with letters 

A through L are asked to bring sandwiches. 
• Families with last names starting with M 

through Z are asked to bring squares.  
• Copies of the Annual Report and the          

Annual Meeting Agenda will be available in 
electronic and print form on Sunday,              
February 5.  

• To request a printed copy there is a signup 
sheet outside the Office. 

 
John McFall – Chair, Leadership Council  

mailto:davidknoppert@sympatico.ca
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Hebrews 13: Verses 1 and 2  
“Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality  

to strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels  
without knowing it.” 

 

 
We want the love at Wesley-Knox to be apparent to  

everyone who enters the door! 
 

The Spiritual Life Committee knows that we have a friendly  
congregation, and that with a few more volunteers to be Ushers/Greeters, 

we can provide a wonderful welcome to all. 
 

There are a few requirements: 
You have to be friendly, and have a warm smile.   

You have to want to make people feel at home. 
 

Ushering/Greeting is inclusive!  There is no age limit - no test to pass. 
We can always use more smiles! 

If you think you could help with the welcome to our church, please con-
tact Ann Stokes on 226-700-0923 annstokes@outlook.com 

 
Spiritual Life Committee 
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FEATURED LIBRARY BOOK 

Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner 
& Saint by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

 

“Nadia Bolz-Weber takes no prisoners as she re-
claims the term “pastrix” (pronounced “pas-triks”, a 
term used by some Christians who refuse to rec-
ognize female pastors) in her profanity -and-prayer 
laden narrative about an unconventional life of 
faith.   Using life stories – from living in a hopeful-
but-haggard flophouse of slackers to surviving the 
wobbly chairs and war stories of a group of recov-
ering alcoholics, from her unusual but undeniable 
calling to pastoring a notorious con artist – Nadia 
uses stunning narrative and poignant honesty to 
portray a woman who is both deeply faithful and 
deeply flawed, giving hope to the rest of us along 
the way.”  (From the book cover) 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
You will want to be included in the new  
directory for sure!  Dates are March 27 to 
April 6.  We will be calling all Wesley-Knox 
members and adherents to book an individu-
al portrait appointment. This is a free en-
deavor, unless you want to purchase personal 
portrait packages. You will be contacted to 
secure a private photo shoot. We will start 
sign ups at the Annual meeting in February.  

SWEETS FOR EASTER 
Arlene and Cathie are just not sweet enough! 
We’re running a Purdy’s Chocolate Easter fund-
raiser.  You can order and pay online, or we will 
help you submit a paper order.  Delivery will come 
to the church, 1 week before Easter.  You can pick 
up your Easter chocolate and get your portrait 
done all in one trip. How convenient!  An order link 
along with more information to come next week – 
watch for it!! Order forms are provided in this 
newsletter. 

Postponed!  

UCW Pot-Luck Supper and  

Annual General Meeting  

New date: 

Wednesday, 1st February 5.30 for 6 pm. 

Please bring your own tableware as well as a 
dish to share.  

We hope to start the AGM at 7 pm. 

Please read the UCW Annual Report before 
the meeting. 
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Updates from Family Ministries 

Volunteers Needed: Nursery, Children’s Worship, and Family Camp 

The Faith Formation Committee is seeking volunteers for the Nursery,  

Children’s Worship, and Family Camp.  
 

Nursery volunteers would supervise infants and toddlers in the nursery space, and/or as-

sist parents, during worship. 
 

Children’s Worship (Sunday School) Volunteers would be responsible for planning and im-

plementing a lesson, following a curriculum, for the children who come to worship on Sun-

day mornings. Commitment is once every 2-5 weeks, depending on volunteers.  
 

The Family Camp Planning Team will plan, promote, and fundraise (as needed) for the 

June 2023 Wesley-Knox Family Camp.  
 

For more information or to share your interest, please contact Dan, dan@wesleyknox.com 

or 519-673-4803 ext. 203 

Three years ago we officially started on the discernment process of becoming an Affirming Ministry.  
Over these three years we have hosted events, talked to committees and individuals involved at Wesley-
Knox and updated many of our policies and practices.  Out of this, we have discerned and truly believe 
that Wesley-Knox is ready to become an Affirming Ministry.  
 
We have also heard people's feedback about wanting to know more about the process and what it would 
mean to become an officially Affirming Ministry.  So, with the support of Rev Rob and leadership council, 
we are splitting the congregational vote into two pieces.  
 
Over the past three years, we have existed as the "Inclusivity and Affirm DISCERNMENT" committee with 
part of our mandate being to determine if Wesley- Knox is ready and willing to complete the process.  
Out of this discernment to us has come a clear answer of "yes!".  We believe we are done discerning and 
ready to move forward with the process.  In February we will ask you to vote in favour of our discern-
ment and our recommendation that Wesley-Knox move forward in the Affirming process.  
 
If this motion passes, we will hold the final congregational vote to become a fully Affirming Ministry in 
May.  This will give us a few months to work with Rev Rob to ensure that everyone has the information 
needed to make an informed vote and will also allow us to host several events between now and then.  
 
TLDR: 
-Feb Vote: Do we want to become an Affirming Ministry at some point in the future? 
-May Vote: Are we ready to become an Affirming Ministry TODAY? 

Updates from Inclusivity and Affirm Updates 

mailto:dan@wesleyknox.com
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UCW UNIT 1 FUNDRAISER! 
 
What's for Dinner??? 
 
80 % of people don't know what they are having for dinner at 4pm each night.   
Introducing --- An Epicure Fundraiser by Unit 1 UCW. 
 
Epicure products are 100% Gluten Free, Low in Sodium and sugar, and free from artificial colours, 
sweeteners, and preservatives. 
 
Each Box is $25.00 and includes 5 dinner seasonings and 1 dessert packet.  Does not include food.  
If you feel that you would not use one or any of the meal packets, we will donate your box to the 
London Food Bank. 
 
Orders will be taken after church at coffee hour starting January 29 until February 26th.  Or contact 
any Unit 1 member, or Debbie Ferguson at 519-438-6967/ dferguson@rogers.com. 
 
Payment is due in advance by cash or cheque payable to Wesley Knox United Church UCW. 
 
Debbie Ferguson ~on behalf of Unit 1 UCW 

mailto:dferguson@rogers.com
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ORGAN REPAIR UPDATE...IT’S FINISHED! 
 
The work is complete. The Wesley-Knox organ now has a new 
combination action. 
 
On a pipe organ as large as the one at Wesley-Knox, a reliable 
combination action is essential.   
A combination action allows an organist to save stop and coupler 
settings to a memory bank and  recall them quickly with the push of 
a button—with what organist call a piston.  Without a reliable com-
bination action, the choices are pretty stark.  You either select the 
sounds you want and play a whole piece using those, or you stop 
the music to change tone colour.  You are never able to realize the 
full potential of the instrument. 

Steve Miller and the new combination action.  
Just a few more hundred wires to connect… 

 
When the Wesley-Knox organ was refurbished and enlarged in 1996, its combination action was 
state-of-the art.  Unfortunately, it relied on an early IBM computer, and over time, the computer and 
its associated circuitry proved to be less than robust.  There were often problems, especially after       
a hot, humid summer.  By the fall of 2022, its operation was so unreliable, Karen chose to have it 
disconnected. 
 
That was when a small group that included Karen, myself, and our organ tech, Dale Cowherd,      
explored options.  We examined a number of proposals but settled a new Hoffler System, offered by 
Stephen Miller of Calgary, Alberta.  Stephen was first recommended to us by Orgue Létourneau of 
St-Hyacinthe, Quebec.  We checked with a number of trusted friends in Western Canada and all had 
the highest possible regard for Stephen and his work.  We also discovered that, for eleven years, 
Stephen had worked for Solid-State Logic Organ Systems whose combination actions can be found 
in several organs in our city, and in organs as far afield as Westminster Abbey and the Opera House 
in Sydney, Australia.  In fact he designed those systems and still held rights to their codes.  We also 
learned that the Hoffler System was working well in two organs in Calgary and would soon be going 
into an organ in Vancouver and another two organs in Winnipeg.  It soon became our top choice. 
 
Stephen came to London on January 5th and worked on the Wesley-Knox organ for over two weeks. 
He removed the old combination action, installed the new one, installed a new control panel of his 
own design, replaced an aging power supply with a bank of new ones, and rerouted and tidied up 
cables so future organ techs could more easily service our instrument.  After all was tested and 
found to be working well, he used his remaining time to bring the organ into tune.  If you heard it last 
Sunday, we think you will agree it sounds wonderful. 

 
During his time in London, Stephen stayed with us.  His 
home church is Knox United in downtown Calgary 
where his wife, Chelan Hoffman, is organist and Direc-
tor of Music.  The more we conversed, the more we 
marvelled at the many things Knox in Calgary and Wes-
ley-Knox in London have in common, in terms of sense 
of mission, hopes for the future and music programs.  
Of our two  
churches, I suspect our paths will cross often.  Wesley-
Knox now has friends in Calgary. 

—Harry Maclean; photos Brian Dalton 
 

A happy Steve Miller and Karen after the first Sunday  
service with the new combination action.  
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 

PRAYER CYCLE 
 

Etonia and Princeton United Church 
...both near Woodstock, Ontario 

 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 
If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult time, 

such as illness, hospitalization, loneliness,  
or any of life’s  challenges, our Pastoral Care team 

is available for support.   
 

Please call the Church office and you will be con-
tacted by a member of our team: Linda Olson,       

Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, Liz Dunlop,                          
Paul Stewart. 

 
On evenings and weekends, you may reach Arlene 

or Mallory through Facebook Messenger  
(you do not need a  

Facebook account to do this.)   
 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

We give thanks for the many years of  
Life and Witness of  

 

~ Verna Ewer ~ 
 

who entered the presence of their Lord on 
January 19, 2023 

We give thanks for the many years of  
Life and Witness of  

 

~ Ian Hardie ~ 
 

who entered the presence of their Lord on 
January 24, 2023 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
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https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
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