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“News for the Pews” 

CONNECT WITH US! 
91 Askin Street 

London, Ontario 

N6C 1E7 
 

519-673-4803 
 

wesleyknox@bellnet.ca  
 

www.wesleyknox.com 
 

 

Facebook 
 

 

You-Tube 
 

 

Moving in the Spirit… 

A diverse, welcoming, caring  
 and active faith community. 
A place to learn, grow,  
 build a relationship with God  
 and make a difference  
 in the world. 

Black Church History Month!  
This statue of St. Maurice in Magdeburg Cathedral dates 
from around 1240 and was probably made by the anony-
mous sculptor of the well-known Magdeburg Rider. The 
sculpted features of Maurice’s face and the coloring unam-
biguously identify him as a black man, but this is no de-
meaning caricature. This naturalistic, lifelike figure is an 
admirable warrior armed with his characteristic spear, 
which he once held in his right hand. In this statue, the 
earliest depiction of St. Maurice as a black man, we see an 
innovation in medieval depictions of blackness that chal-
lenged negative stereotypes and insisted instead on a 
Christian egalitarianism that transcended any color differ-
ence. 
 
It is not entirely certain that St. Maurice was a real person, 
but according to the legend he was the commander of the 
Theban Legion in the late third century CE. The legion, 
which was raised in Roman Egypt, was made up of Chris-
tians at a time when Christianity had been legalized but was 
not yet the official faith of the empire. While stationed in 
Agaunum (today St. Maurice en Valais, Switzerland), they 
were martyred for refusing orders to persecute local Chris-
tians. About a century later St. Maurice’s remains were 
brought to Agaunum, later renamed St. Maurice in his hon-
or, but he was not destined to remain a figure of local ven-
eration. 
 
A number of German rulers adopted Maurice as their pa-
tron saint, and 
so his image 
spread across 
the German 
lands. Most no-
tably, the tenth-
century Emper-
or Otto I named 
Maurice the pa-
tron saint of the 

Minister’s Musings 

Office Hours 

Regular Hours 
 

Mondays through Thursdays: 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
 

Fridays: 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Upcoming closures 
 

Arlene vacation: 

Feb 15, 16, 17 

Stat Holiday (all staff): 

Feb 20 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

ST. MAURICE IN MAGDEBURG (CA. 1240) 
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Arlene will be on vacation 

 Wednesday, February 15 

 Thursday, February 16 

 Friday, February 17 

 

Cathie Banks will be in the office each 

of those days from 9 am to 12 pm 

 

Monday, February 20 is Family Day  

(all staff are off) 

 

Office returns to regular hours  

Tuesday, February 21. 

 

***Newsletter and bulletin  

info for February 19  

must be submitted by  

Monday, February 13.*** 

empire and also protector of Magdeburg, which 
was the base of his missionary work to the east. 
In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the power-
ful Hohenstaufen dynasty cultivated their connec-
tions to Magdeburg because they found in Mau-
rice a champion to symbolize their expansionist 
aims. In their case they hoped to unite the Ger-
man lands with Norman lands in southern Italy 
and Sicily and thereby to expand the reach of 
Christianity vis-à-vis Islam. 
 
It was in this context that St. Maurice became a 
black man where he had previously been depicted 
as light-skinned, first in two passages from a Re-
gensburg chronicle (ca. 1160) that described him 
as the commander of a troop of “black moors” 
and then in this statue. It is not clear whether the 
statue was commissioned on Frederick’s orders, 
or whether the Archbishop had commissioned the 
statue on his own initiative, but in any event the 
image of the black saint proved a powerful propa-
ganda tool for the Hohenstaufen ruler. As had 
been true for his father Henry VI, Frederick II un-
derstood that depictions of the variety of subjects 
in his cosmopolitan empire were useful for but-
tressing his authority. By depicting this paragon 
of Christian strength as a black man, Frederick 
highlighted the reach of both his faith and his po-
litical power, a useful propaganda tool against un-
ruly nobles and recalcitrant church officials.  
 
The idea of using a black figure to evoke cosmo-
politanism and Christian universalism was not 
particular to Maurice; beyond the introduction of 
black figures in heraldry it also inspired the tradi-
tion of the Three Kings and other black saints in 
other parts of the German lands. 
 
The veneration of a noble Maurice remained the 
dominant one until the rise of the transatlantic 
slave trade from about the sixteenth century. Alt-
hough the “traditional” image has persisted into 
the present, there was also a marked shift in fa-
vor of portraying Maurice in “primitive” garb. This 
depiction better suited a developing worldview 
that justified the brutalization and exploitation of 
black people. 
 
(Taken from www.blackcentraleurope.com) 

http://www.blackcentraleurope.com
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Lenten Bible Study 
 

Dear Friends 

Several of you have asked if I intend of having group stud-
ies and Bible Studies at Church. Absolutely! I am a Teach-
er and a Minister. Teaching is a passion of mine. This is 
actually the first semester since 2003 that I haven't been 
in a college classroom and It feels odd. The teacher in me 

needs to be nurtured from time to time.  

SO this month we begin a Lenten Group Study. Its called 
The Grace of Le Miserable by Matt Rawle. I have used 
Matt's materials before and like what he does. Plus, I like 
the blending of theology with culture.  So often we see 
spirituality as a "Church thing" and Monday  through Sat-
urday as something unrelated to faith.  Part of healthy 
spirituality is the ability to be present in whatever moment 
we are in. That means seeing the holy in the world around 
us. And there is so much in Les Miserable to help us meet 

the holy.  

Join us Mondays in Lent, starting at 7 PM on February 
27th. We will meet in person in the parlor and also on 
Zoom for those who prefer to be online. And its not limited 
to Wesley Knox folk, so invite a friend or family member 
wherever they are! Please RSVP to Arlene at the Church 

office and order your book now!  

Hope to see you there 

Rev Rob 
 

"The Grace of Les Miserable"  
by Matt Rawles 

 
Come explore where Grace and Justice intersect with the 

mercy of God! 
 

• Mondays during Lent Starting 
• February 27th 
• in person or via Zoom Join 

us!  
• Books can be purchased at: 

www.cokesbury.com/The-
Grace-of-Les-Miserables (in 
US dollars) or Amazon or 
Google Books  

• (Zoom Link will be available 
in weekly newsletter at WK, 
and online will require an 
RSVP to get the zoom in-
vite.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Reaching Out committee is on the 
move for a great cause!  Please consid-
er supporting The Spirit Movers! 
 
The annual 'Coldest Night of the Year' 
walk is being held on Saturday Febru-
ary 25th with funds raised going to 
Mission Services London.  You will re-
call when Peter Rozlik spoke to us a 
few years ago about this Christian faith 
based, non-profit, social service organi-
zation serving London and area.  Their 
mission is to actively respond to peo-
ple experiencing need, affirm human 
dignity and inspire hope. 
 
By walking in the chill of the night, we 
will feel a hint of the challenges faced 
by someone experiencing homeless-
ness during a cold winter, while raising 
vital funds to provide much needed 
support for individuals in need.  Please 
consider supporting our fund-raising 
and come walk with us too! 
 
Go to https://cnoy.org/location/london  

https://cnoy.org/location/london
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Upcoming 2 weeks (check online for latest updates…) 

 2023 Wesley-Knox United Church  
Annual General Congregational Meeting 

 
On Sunday February 12, 2023 Wesley-Knox  
United Church will hold our Annual Meeting.   
For the first time since 2020, we will have a light 
lunch in the Social Hall after our worship service, 
followed immediately by the Annual Meeting. 

• Child care will be provided. 
• Families with last names starting with letters 

A through L are asked to bring sandwiches. 
• Families with last names starting with M 

through Z are asked to bring squares.  
• Copies of the Annual Report and the          

Annual Meeting Agenda will be available in 
electronic and print form on Sunday,              
February 5.  

• To request a printed copy there is a signup 
sheet outside the Office. 

 
John McFall – Chair, Leadership Council  
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Hebrews 13: Verses 1 and 2  
“Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality  

to strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels  
without knowing it.” 

 

 
We want the love at Wesley-Knox to be apparent to  

everyone who enters the door! 
 

The Spiritual Life Committee knows that we have a friendly  
congregation, and that with a few more volunteers to be Ushers/Greeters, 

we can provide a wonderful welcome to all. 
 

There are a few requirements: 
You have to be friendly, and have a warm smile.   

You have to want to make people feel at home. 
 

Ushering/Greeting is inclusive!  There is no age limit - no test to pass. 
We can always use more smiles! 

If you think you could help with the welcome to our church, please con-
tact Ann Stokes on 226-700-0923 annstokes@outlook.com 

 
Spiritual Life Committee 
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FEATURED LIBRARY BOOK 
 

The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and 
the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus  

by Amy-Jill Levine 

 

In this book, "scholar Amy-Jill Levine                
helps Christians and Jews understand the 
“Jewishness” of Jesus so that their apprecia-
tion of him deepens and a greater interfaith 
dialogue can take place.  Levine’s humor          
and informed truth-telling provoke honest 
conversation and debate about how             
Christians and Jews should understand             
Jesus, the New Testament, and each oth-
er.”  (From the book cover) 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 
You will want to be included in the new  
directory for sure!  Dates are March 27 to 
April 6.  We will be calling all Wesley-Knox 
members and adherents to book an individu-
al portrait appointment. This is a free en-
deavor, unless you want to purchase personal 
portrait packages. You will be contacted to 
secure a private photo shoot. We will start 
sign ups at the Annual meeting in February.  

SWEETS FOR EASTER 
Arlene and Cathie are just not sweet enough! 
We’re running a Purdy’s Chocolate Easter fund-
raiser.  You can order and pay online, or we will 
help you submit a paper order.  Delivery will come 
to the church, 1 week before Easter.  You can pick 
up your Easter chocolate and get your portrait 
done all in one trip. How convenient!  An order link 
along with more information to come next week – 
watch for it!! Order forms are provided in this 
newsletter. 

Indwell News: 
Dear Wesley-Knox United Church: 
We have a special video message for your    
congregation from our CEO, Jeff Neven. We’d like 
to give you an update about the work that so many 
support, as well as give thanks for so much gener-
ous support over the years.  We'd love it if you  
included this video in your service, small group 
meeting, or in communications with your  
members. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
Teresa Howe  
Community Engagement Manager 
PS. You can access this video through the 
YouTube link above or this Dropbox link: http://
bit.ly/3HHwJGj 
 
On YouTube: 
Jeff Neven - Message to Churches - Jan 2023 - 
YouTube  

https://indwell.cmail19.com/t/t-l-fttjlhl-jllkhythg-j/
https://indwell.cmail19.com/t/t-l-fttjlhl-jllkhythg-t/
https://indwell.cmail19.com/t/t-l-fttjlhl-jllkhythg-t/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R82EbZu1qgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R82EbZu1qgM
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London Lifts  Together 

Photos by Natasha - - London based portrait photographer, Natasha 
Roberts, is donating her time and professional expertise on Sat Feb 
18th, at the Novacks Building on King St. Sandi Caplan, owner of the 
building, has kindly donated the space for the day. Natasha is offering 
15 minutes portrait sessions with a minimum of 10 digital images. 
There will be a $150 minimal donation. 100% of the proceeds will be 
given to the Afghan Refugee Fund. You may sign up at :  
 
https://photosbynatasha.ca/portfolio/afghan-refugee-fund-fundraiser 
Please note that this is a Fund Raiser for the Afghan Refugee Project 
and is NOT related at all to the Wesley Knox Directory Photo Session 
that will be happening at the end of March. We ask that pictures tak-
en by Natasha NOT be submitted for the Wesley Knox Directory.  

Three years ago we officially started on the discernment process of becoming an Affirming Ministry.  
Over these three years we have hosted events, talked to committees and individuals involved at Wesley-
Knox and updated many of our policies and practices.  Out of this, we have discerned and truly believe 
that Wesley-Knox is ready to become an Affirming Ministry.  
 
We have also heard people's feedback about wanting to know more about the process and what it would 
mean to become an officially Affirming Ministry.  So, with the support of Rev Rob and leadership council, 
we are splitting the congregational vote into two pieces.  
 
Over the past three years, we have existed as the "Inclusivity and Affirm DISCERNMENT" committee with 
part of our mandate being to determine if Wesley- Knox is ready and willing to complete the process.  
Out of this discernment to us has come a clear answer of "yes!".  We believe we are done discerning and 
ready to move forward with the process.  In February we will ask you to vote in favour of our discern-
ment and our recommendation that Wesley-Knox move forward in the Affirming process.  
 
If this motion passes, we will hold the final congregational vote to become a fully Affirming Ministry in 
May.  This will give us a few months to work with Rev Rob to ensure that everyone has the information 
needed to make an informed vote and will also allow us to host several events between now and then.  
 
TLDR: 
-Feb Vote: Do we want to become an Affirming Ministry at some point in the future? 
-May Vote: Are we ready to become an Affirming Ministry TODAY? 

Updates from Inclusivity and Affirm Updates 

https://photosbynatasha.ca/portfolio/afghan-refugee-fund-fundraiser
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UCW UNIT 1 FUNDRAISER! 
 
What's for Dinner??? 
 
80 % of people don't know what they are having for dinner at 4pm each night.   
Introducing --- An Epicure Fundraiser by Unit 1 UCW. 
 
Epicure products are 100% Gluten Free, Low in Sodium and sugar, and free from artificial colours, 
sweeteners, and preservatives. 
 
Each Box is $25.00 and includes 5 dinner seasonings and 1 dessert packet.  Does not include food.  
If you feel that you would not use one or any of the meal packets, we will donate your box to the 
London Food Bank. 
 
Orders will be taken after church at coffee hour starting January 29 until February 26th.  Or contact 
any Unit 1 member, or Debbie Ferguson at 519-438-6967/ dferguson@rogers.com. 
 
Payment is due in advance by cash or cheque payable to Wesley Knox United Church UCW. 
 
Debbie Ferguson ~on behalf of Unit 1 UCW 

mailto:dferguson@rogers.com


10 

 



11 

 

Fun Holidays in February 
 
Feb 2 Thursday Day of the Crêpe 
Feb 2 Thursday Play Your Ukulele Day 
Feb 3 Friday Carrot Cake Day 
Feb 4 Saturday Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day 
Feb 4 Saturday Thank Your Mailman Day 
Feb 4 Saturday Stuffed Mushroom Day 
Feb 5 Sunday National Weatherperson's Day 
Feb 5 Sunday Chocolate Fondue Day 
Feb 6 Monday Lame Duck Day 
Feb 7 Tuesday Send a Card to a Friend Day 
Feb 8 Wednesday Laugh and Get Rich Day 
Feb 9 Thursday Toothache Day 
Feb 9 Thursday Bagel and Lox Day 
Feb 10 Friday Umbrella Day 
Feb 11 Saturday Make a Friend Day 
Feb 11 Saturday Don't Cry Over Spilled Milk Day 
Feb 12 Sunday Darwin Day 
Feb 13 Monday Clean Out Your Computer Day 
Feb 13 Monday World Radio Day 
Feb 14 Tuesday Ferris Wheel Day 
Feb 14 Tuesday Library Lovers Day 
Feb 15 Wednesday Gumdrop Day 
Feb 16 Thursday Do a Grouch a Favor Day 
Feb 17 Friday Random Act of Kindness Day 
Feb 18 Saturday Battery Day 
Feb 19 Sunday Chocolate Mint Day 
Feb 22 Wednesday Single Tasking Day 
Feb 22 Wednesday Be Humble Day 
Feb 23 Thursday International Dog Biscuit Appreciation Day 
Feb 24 Friday Tortilla Chip Day 
Feb 25 Saturday World Sword Swallowers Day 
Feb 26 Sunday Pistachio Day 
Feb 26 Sunday Tell a Fairy Tale Day 
Feb 27 Monday International Polar Bear Day 
Feb 27 Monday No Brainer Day 
Feb 28 Tuesday Public Sleeping Day 
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Region 7 - Antler River Watershed 
PRAYER CYCLE 

 

Etonia and Princeton United Church 
...both near Woodstock, Ontario 

 

Prayers for our church families  
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness. 

 

If you or a loved one is dealing with a difficult time, 
such as illness, hospitalization, loneliness,  

or any of life’s  challenges, our Pastoral Care team 
is available for support.   

 

Please call the Church office and you will be con-
tacted by a member of our team: Linda Olson,       

Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith, Liz Dunlop,                          
Paul Stewart. 

 

On evenings and weekends, you may reach Arlene 
or Mallory through Facebook Messenger  

(you do not need a  
Facebook account to do this.)   

 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS AT 12 NOON  
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are part of the United Church of Canada 
 

www.united-church.ca/community-faith/

welcome-united-church-canada  
 

Our Region falls within the  

Antler-River Watershed, Region #7 
 

https://arwrcucc.ca/ 
 

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other                       

prayer resources: 
 

https://www.prayercycles.ca/

antlerriverwatershed 
 

Access daily devotionals here, provided by  

“The Upper Room” 
 

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals 
 

Liturgical Calendar Resources  

for worship planning: 

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-

liturgical-season 
 

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff, Council, 

Committees, and Volunteers: 

https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines 

LONDON CARES HOTLINE: 
519-667-2273 (24 HRS) 

https://londoncares.ca/ 

Anyone wishing to place flowers in the sanctuary for 
a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, is 
encouraged to do so.  It brightens our worship, and, 
by adding a message in the bulletin, it connects us as 
a congregation.  If you wish to place flowers, please 
call or email Liz Dunlop.  She will give you the infor-
mation you need and confirm the date, and make 
sure the office has the information for the bulletin.  
Thank you! 
 

Liz Dunlop, Sanctuary Flower Coordinator 
(519) 668-2507 E-mail: ldunlop@rogers.com 

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
https://arwrcucc.ca/
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.prayercycles.ca/antlerriverwatershed
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-liturgical-season
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
https://londoncares.ca/
mailto:ldunlop@rogers.com

