Dear Friends, ‘

This morning | had the pleasure of joining a group of
b of us at one of the Indwell apartment complexes to
help host a Holiday Brunch for the residents who live
there. Indwell is a program that provides housing

~ and support services for people in need in South- |
west Ontario with 1250+ tenants in over 1000 units. \
These are folk who might otherwise not have safe
housing. This is the second time | have joined witha
church group to host events at a local Indwell
residence and both times it has been a blessing.

~ Two things really struck me when | am there (as

~ whenever | interact with an at-risk community). |

First, how many of us, if we are really honest, are
more than a few months away from needing this
kind of help if we were to lose our income and not
have adequate family/social support? There arent
many of us who wouldn't be in a serious housing
~ crisis if we went 4-6 months without income.
Second, some of these people deal with emotional ‘
or mental health issues, others have struggled with
addiction, and all of them surely have seen hardship
in one form or another. But come with us next time
and you will meet some of the nicest people with the
 biggest smiles and warmest thank - yous.
~ Sometimes we hear people demonize those who |

struggle. We may even feel fear or distaste about
their presence in our community. What blesses me
is the people who make sure to wish us a good day |
or say
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thanks for our presence. We not only served
but we sat and ate together. One man loves to
write music and both times I've met him, he is
sure to share his latest composition. It brings
him such joy. One woman at our fall barbeque
came up to ask for seconds “But only if every-
one has already had some. Only if there's
enough.” Fortunately there was plenty!

My point is that these are people not that dis-
similar to you and me. People who just want to
feel safe, appreciated and treated with dignity
and respect. These, too, are God's image in our
community. These, too, are beloved children of
the same God we serve. And in serving brunch
to them, we serve the God in them. And we
honor the presence of that God in us all. So it
happened once again: | went with the intention
of doing something FOR them, and | left with a
gift they gave to me. A sacred reminder of the
sanctity of God's presence in the other. When |
remember that presence and celebrate that

gift, | amricher for the time we spend together.

If you would ever want to join the reaching out
committee on one of these events, please do.
Speak with me and | will introduce you to
someone on the committee. Trust me, it's an
experience that will be a blessing to your
heart.

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year!
Rev Rob +

R This Newsletter will cover the next two Suhdaqs :
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The Wesley-Knox Ministry and Persowvel Committee hosted a Christimas Lunch for the
staff, to thavk them for their outstanding support of our “church family.”
We appreciate the contributions of Rev Rob, Karen Schuessler, Karen Haves,
J.D. Brophy, Carmen Cope, Mallory Brewan, and Kim Lankosz .

New Hobbwy
New yvear- new hobby! Why not try hand bell ringing!
2-3 ringers needed to enable us to ring all 5 octaves.
Your commitment? 6-7 weeks of' intense practice on
Thursdays, 5:45 7:10
Contact Cathie at 319 471 2351 if vou are interested.
We will start rehearsals Jan 16, 2025

£
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DEC 24 8:30 AM —12:00 PM
DEC 25, 26,27 CLOSED

DEC 30 8:30 AM— 2:30 PM

DEC 31 8:30 AM—12:00 PM

JAN 1, 2, 3 CLOSED

YEAR-END GIVING

AS THE YEAR DRAWS TO A CLOSE MANY OF US ARE FINALIZING OUR
PHILANTHROPIC GIVINGS FOR 2024.
AS STIPULATED BY THE CRA, FOR YOUR GIVINGS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR
TAX RECEIPTS IN 2024 THEY MUST BE IN THE POSSESSION OF
WESLEY-KNOX BY DECEMBER 31, 2024.

PLEASE CHECK THE HOURS WHEN THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN
BEFORE PLANNING A TRIP TO THE CHURCH.
OF COURSE, CANADA HELPS AND E-TRANSFER ARE OTHER OPTIONS
FOR DONATING TO WESLEY-KNOX.

USE THE DONATE BUTTON ON WESLEYKNOX.COM TO GET DETAILS FOR
MAKING ONLINE DONATIONS.

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON,

JOHN MCFALL - TREASURER

Nig’ht Passad
®CRVIGC ey

99 bacembaer 2024

Wesley-Knox United Church
91 Askin Street, London,

Night Passed is an open Twelve-Step service for
members, family,
and friends of people dealing with addictions.

With a hint of a Christhhas theme, we move
through the lve Steps
with participants lighting
a candle fo (j‘ach step.

As we finish the lightihg of the candles,
the Twelve Step
participants join together to light the Higher
Power candle

Wednesdays

HOSTED BY
DAVE LUMLEY

7:00 PM

IN THE CHAPEL
BEGINNING
JANUARY 8TH, 2025




This photo of Wesley Knox volunteers at the “Indwell Christmas Breakfast”

Wednesday December 18, 2024 speaks clearly about the power of
personal contact of people serving people.
We are community members serving community members.
The message for everyone is “we are all in this together”.
Thank you “Reaching Out Committee”, you are the best!

Reflections on my Trip to Palestine
“Lunch and Learn
Sun Jan 19th
Detalls in the Newsletter -

Week of Jan 12th, 2025 ;
'{‘5&{{? i ol po o
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Join us Friday, Dec 20th at

6:30 PMas we go
Christmas Caroling in
Wortley!
: ~¥r s 4 %
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New Members Class

AFTER WORSHIP IN THE CHAPEL
JAN 12- CLASS
JAN 19 - CLASS
JAN 26 -RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
DURING SERVICE

ARE YOU WONDERING ABOUT OPTIONS TO REDUCE YOUR
CAPITAL GAINS?

CONSIDER MAKING YOUR DONATIONS TO WESLEY-KNOX VIA
SECURITIES AS WESLEY-KNOX AS A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION IS
NOT SUBJECT TO CAPITAL GAINS WHEN SECURITIES ARE CASHED.

« DONORS OF SECURITIES AVOID THE CAPITAL GAINS TAX AND RECEIVE A
CHARITABLE DONATION RECEIPT

« THERE IS A FORM ON THE STEWARDSHIP PAGE OF WESLEYKNOX.COM TO
ASSIST IN THE TRANSFER

» FOR DONATIONS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A DONATION RECEIPT THIS YEAR
THEY NEED TO BE IN OUR POSSESSION AS OF MIDNIGHT DECEMBER
31ST.

« SPEAK TO MEMBERS OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE IF YOU HAVE
FURTHER QUESTIONS - MARILYNNE MCNEIL, ELIZABETH PHOENIX OR
JOHN MCFALL

ATTENTICN KNITTERS.
CRGCHETERS AND SEWERS
Your unique talents are highly sought to make baby
blankets and receiving blankets. These items will be part of
layettes for newborns in Cuba. Last February a dozen of us
from the Rotary Club of London South went to Cuba for a
week with Missionary Jennifer Raymer.

We visited maternity homes and
distributed layettes to soon-to-be mothers.

They were so happy to receive these. As you are aware
Cuba is struggling: a 62-year American Embargo. CCVID, a
large gas explosion near Havana, hurricanes and a November

2024 earthquake.
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If you can help. please contact Cavid Knoppert
(davidknoppert@sympatico.ca or 519-668-4063)
for more information. Your help is greatly needed.
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As we start our journey with Releven, people have questions - please ask

and we will provide the answers here so everyone benefits

| Q. Is there an update from the Releven Kickoff meeting

A. Yes, the Congregational Team met via ZOOM on Tuesday evening,
The meeting was hosted by Dave Harder (our Engagement Lead)
and Kendra Fry (our Project Manager).

The overall processes, expectations and timelines were reviewed
There was an emphasis on the theme that although there will be
work required of us the majority of the “heavy lifting” will be
performed by the Releven team.

The Congregational team will meet approximately every 3 weeks -
and from there information gained will be shared with the
congregation as a whole, Kendra will start the ball rolling in early
January.

Q. Who are the members of the Congregational Team?

A. Martin Horak, Kim Peaker-Roes, Karen Pincombe, Carl Hearn,
Rev Rob, EJ Lamb and Mallory Brennan

Updates: at some point (likely later in January) Releven will be hosting
a 3-hour workshop at WKUC - with an invitation to any and all persons
at Wesley-Knox - to ask for our thoughts, ideas, dreams and hopes

stay tuned for a date and time and more details

Your Dreams and Ideas:

| wonder if we could expand out food equity programs in partnership
‘ with other agencies

Would be interesting to explore the options of becoming a centre of
‘ support for Seniors and LQBTQ

| Do you have a question? We have a table set up during Social Hour, will
| have a portion of the Fall Congregational meeting devoted to Releven
\ and feel free to contact Rev. Rob, Carl Hearn or £l Lamb

A oraskbyemail: ejlamb@wesleyknox.com

-
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CLIMATE
ACTION
. LONDON

What do they mean when they talk about:
Complete Streets

Complete streets put people first by being
designed for all ages, abilities and modes
of travel. In general, the following features
encourage the use of active transporta-
tion:

Compact mix of land uses (services and
destinations close to each other)

Housing density with a variety of housing
options

+ Connections to places where people
want to go

+ Defined walking and cycling routes
+ Sidewalks and multi-use pathways

+ Cycling facilities (bicycle lanes, bicycle
parking)

+ Reduced speed limits

+ Traffic calming measures (speed

humps, road narrowing)
Convenient public transit service

Learn more about complete
streets: London Complete Streets Design

Manual

Smart Growth America found that com-

plete streets:

taken from the Middlesex London Health
Unit Community Design: Transportation



https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=357c30a594&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c0b7cb48c6&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=ff756c1601&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=ff756c1601&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=67598f7042&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=69ae5f169b&e=983b44a519

!Weihnachtgg)ttesdienst
in Deutscher Sprache

Sonntag, den 22. Dezember. 2024
15. Uhr
Wesley-Knox United Church
91 Askin St, London ON

Alle sind herzlich eingeladen!
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p*/ ) WESLEY-RNOX
UNITED CHURCH
Moving in the Spirit
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Mid-Week Service

Resiuumes Tuesday
lTanuary 7th, 2025
at
12:15 pm

6006.0@. ,9@
0(0\ //O'/
@ Come and join our team of Greeters!

All you need is your smile
and it’s a great way to get to know people!

Choose to join one of our six teams of ushers
who serve two months a year,
e.g. January and July, or March and October.

Or you could opt to serve only one month
if that suits you better.

Or, even, be a “spare”
We love our spares!
They can be called occasionally as needed.

Why not sign up now?

Contact: Mike Beck 226-700-6349
or Beck23md03@gmail.com ‘b@

$ 3
4 ¥




From the Nominations Committee - Seeking Committee members

Have you ever pondered the idea of joining a WKUC committee? Or have you been on one or
more in the past and would like to join again? The work accomplished by these groups is
amazing and helps to ensure that the church functions in many ways. It is also a great way to

meet people you may not have otherwise and the socialization that happens is wonderful.
We all have talents, interests and expertise in various fields and those are just the qualities

that help build great committees. Nehemiah 3 “Many hands make light work

Some of the Standing Committees are looking to bring new people on board are.

Community Life

This committee strives to grow, nurture and inspire the Wesley-Knox and Wider community in ways that transform
lives through relationships with God and one another.  Some areas of focus of this committee are:

making connections with members, adherents and those new to the church, support office staff with membership
rolls and records, welcoming the wider community to Wesley-Knox, assist persons that wish to become members of
the church, Organize Wesley-Knox Events, build relationships and organize events for the wider community.

Resources and Renewals

This committee provides strategic and operational oversight of the physical and monetary assets and resources of
Wesley-Knox. Some areas of focus of this committee are:

Counting team, liaison with the Board of Trustees, ensuring proper maintenance of the church building and grounds
and inspections and maintenance of all equipment, contract negotiations (for example snow removal), Identify and
prioritize major capital projects, Property rentals/usage, Archive maintenance

Spiritual Life

This committee strives to plan, co-ordinate and evaluate all worship events in order that the worship experience is
welcoming, loving, spiritual and Godly. Some areas of focus of this committee are

Worship planning, Lay assistance for worship, Music in Worship, Worship resources, Greeters, AV system attendants,
communion, sanctuary seasonal decoration, scripture readers

If any of the above are of interest to you — or you would like more information please contact one of
the Nominations Committee members: EJ Lamb, Craig Read, Sheila Carson, Vivienne Wardle, Julie
Smith.

They will either help you directly or put you in touch with the committee themselves.

There are also some short term Ad Hoc Committees that need some helpers, including one to
develop fire/safety/emergency policies.

Thank you everyone for all you do to make Wesley-Knox a welcoming Community!

Luke 10:30-37 "Do not neg good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
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10:30 am Sunday Wors...

11:30 am- 12:30 pm
S0H- Coffes Time
Hosted by UCW Unii #4

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
SAN - German Service

7.00 pm - 10:00 pm
SOH-SunAA.

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
SAN - Night Passed

29

10:30 am Sunday Wors...

11:30 am- 12:30 pm
S50H - Coffee Time
Hosted by R&R
Commitiee

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

2

9:00 am - 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Pickleball

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm ]
55R- Mon NA Group

T7.00 pm - 9:00 pm g
PAR- Advent Study
Group

30

9:00 am - 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Ficklebal

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm ]
S5R- Mon NA Group

24

9:00 am- 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Picklebal

215pm-2:39 pm ]
KIT - Prep

240 pm - 5:30 pm ]
KIT & SOH - Project
Hope

7:00 pm - &:00 pm

SAN - Chrisimas Eve
Family and Candlelight
Service

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm ]
S0H - Tues. NA

10:00 pm - 11:00 pm
SAN -Christmas Eve

Communion and Candles

3

9:00 am- 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Ficklebal

215pm- 239 pm ]
KIT - Prep

240 pm-5:30 pm ]
KIT & S0H - Project

25

500 am-800 am CJ
Office Closed

1

800 am- 10:00 am (T
(ffice Closed

26

&00am-500zm J
(ffice Closed

9:00am-1:30pm ]
GYM- Pickleball

2

&00am-500zm J
Office Cloged

9:00 am-1:30 pm ]
GYM- Pickleball

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm ]
CHA- Spirtual Life

21

§00am- 500 am OF
Office Closed

9:00 am - 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Pickleball

3

§00am- 500 am OF
Office Clozed

9:00 am - 1:30 pm ]
GYM- Pickleball

28

930 am- 1130 am
GYM -Picklepal

4

930 am- 1130 am
GYM - Picklaball

SOH-SunAA. Hope

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm ]

S0H - Tues. NA
Dec 20 Christmas Caroling Parking Lot ¢:30 pm
Dec 22 A Syunday of Advent Sanctuary 10:20 avm
Dec 22 German Service Savctuary 3:00 pm
Dec 22 Night Passed Sanctuary F:.00 pwm
Dec 24 Christimas Eve Family and Candlelight Service [Sanctuary .00 pm
Dec 24 Christimas Eve Communion and Candles Savctuary 10:00 pm

10
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21 December

7:00 P.M.
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L Nativity Display

‘ Other Church or Community Events \

ADVENT i\
FOR "
PALESTINE | ’ |

Saturday Dec 21st
ALY '
" A
) 1

@5PM |
London 0N
acrass from the bandshell

Vlctonaﬂrk

COLBORNELIVE PRESENTS:

Christmas
Singing at
Colborne

...an afternocon of Christmas
music as we celebrate this
magical season! I With
everything from your favorite
Christmas songs to classical
Christmas staples, to sing-a-long
it will be fun for the
whole family!

carols. ..

December 22, 2024
2:00 PM —4:00 P
Concert: S25

For more information Eh_qq'ﬁ@

(519) 432-4552 / %
[=1=50

church@colborne7l1l.org

Family Skate - Sat Dec, 28 &t 645

Komoks Wellness Centre
el ot o '

Oneninitaiontoloca churces, g

TORSVP, contactlosh

oxhuamacdoieal Gemalcom l‘
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Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness,
or any of life’s challenges, our Pastoral
Care team is available for support.

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart.

On evenings and weekends, you may
reach us through Facebook Messenger

(you do not need a Facebook account to
do this.)
YOU ARE NOT ALONE

SN NN NN NN NS NN NSNS E NN NSNS NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEE

LONDON CARES HOTLINE:
519-667-2273 (24 HRS)
https://londoncares.ca/

asssmmmmmnsm

Anyone wishing to place
flowers in the sanctuary
for a special occasion or
in memory of a loved one,
is encouraged to do so.

It brightens our worship, {
and, by adding a message in the bulletin, %
it connects us as a congregation. é;\
If you wish to place flowers,

please call or email Liz Dunlop.

She will give you the information

you need and confirm the date, and make sure
the office has the information for the bulletin.
Thank you!

Liz Dunlop, Sanctuary Flower Coordinator
(519) 668-2507 E-mail: Idunlop@rogers.com

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE

Littlewood United Church
Littlewood, ON

The United Church
:xofCanada

4 We are part of the United
Church of Canada

wwuw.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

https://arwrcucc.ca/

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:

https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals

Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-
liturgical-season

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff,
Council, Committees, and Volunteers:
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines

Affirm | Saffirmer
UNITED | ENSEMBLE
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https://londoncares.ca/
mailto:ldunlop@rogers.com
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada
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https://arwrcucc.ca/
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https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
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