«News for the Pews”

Sunday, February 2nd, 2025

Minister’s Musings

Dear Friends,

| saw a Facebook post recently that read
something like *l swear it feels like the 74th
day of January”. | smiled and thought
"Amen!” because if's really so true. January
always feels like the longest month of the
year. This coming Sunday is Groundhog 'day.
Having lived in the Pennsylvania area for
most of my adult life, Punxsutawney Phil has
been a part of my February since 1987. Will
there be 6 more weeks of winter or will it be
shorter? I'm not sure it's ever much

different year to year, but it's nice 1o see
some signs of hope. The sun is starfing to
wake up before my alarm goes off these
days. (I don't think anyone should ever wake
up before God does!) The Meteorologist on
the news reported that sunset was after 5:00
for the first fime this winfer! These are signs |
like.

As we approach Candlemas this Sunday,
we are reminded that these liffle things are
signs of hope for us in a cold, and dark win-
ter season. May it remind us also that we are
called to live as signs of that hope. That
through us, the dawning of God'’s love may
e seen anew.

Have a great week!
Rev Rob +

Connect With Us!

91 Askin Street
9 London, Ontario

N6C 1E7

519-673-4803

wesleyknox@
pa

bellnet.ca

Find us on
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www.wesleyknox.com

Office Hours

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
8:30 am - 2:30 pm

Wednesday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Moving in the Spirit...

A diverse, welcoming, caring
and active faith community.

A place to learn, grow, build a
relationship with God and make
a difference in the world.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAYS
AT NOON
(BUT EARLIER IS BETTER!)




ATROCITY IS A DOCUMENTARY FILM EXPLORING
HOMELESSNESS IN LONDON THAT FIRST AIRED
AT THE FOREST CITY FILM FESTIVAL LAST FALL.
IT WON THE IMPACT AWARD FROM THE FESTIVAL
AND HAS BEEN REQUESTED FOR
RESCREENING A NUMBER OF TIMES.

NOW YOU CAN SEE THIS FILM AND SUPPORT QUR
LOCAL INDWELL ORCANIZATION
AT THE SAME TIME.
IT IS BEING SCREENED AT THE WOLF
PERFORMANCE HALL ON
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7 AT 7 P.M.
THE COST IS $17.31 WITH 100 % OF THE
PROCEEDS GOING TO INDWELL.

FOLLOWING THE FILM THERE WILL BE A PANEL
DISCUSSION WITH THE FILM MAKER, NIGEL
STUCKEY, ALONG WITH OTHER SPECIAL GUESTS,
INCLUDING INDWELL'S PROGRAM MANAGER,
KAILEY GODDARD.

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE. COME JOIN US.
WE ALWAYS HAVE SOMETHING TO LEARN.
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alVING RISE TO COMMUNITY

Wesley-Knox United Church
Congregational Workshop:
From What Is to What If

DISCOVER

Sunday 23rd February, after the service
A light lunch will be provided

Led by Dave Harder and Kendra Fry from Releven, this workshop will explore the
strengths, dreams and opportunities available to Wesley-Knox and how we might
connect with community, engage more deeply and embrace a new vision of church.
Come with a curious mind and an open heart and let's create new dreams together.




Climate Action London's Weekly
Newsletter

Many freshwater rivers, lakes, and aquifers
are facing serious, chronic, and rising salt
pollution across the province. Ontario ac-
counts for about half of all the winter salt
used in the country. (photo above is Thames
River after a large snow melt Dec 31)
Climate Action: Tell decision-makers to take
salt pollution seriously with this 1-click action
tool. Learn more about salt pollution.

Watch Hold the Salt, a 4 min animated
video made in Minnesota but sfill relevant

Tues Feb 4, 7om Nature in the City -
Exploring Environmental Law and Land Use
Requlation, Wolf Perforrnance Hall, Central
Library. Jacob Damstra will discuss environ-
mental law and land use regulation and
how properties, public

spaces, and the environment are regulated
by government authorities.

Wed Feb 5, 2-3pm Zoom Webinar:
Affordable and Green Housing.

Hear about successful affordable and
sustainable building projects in London -
from tiny homes to multi-unit residential
buildings. Open to the public, but curated
for professionals and students in the building,
design, planning and constfruction industries.

Reqister

CLIMATE
ACTION
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519PURSUIT SOCK UPDATE!

WE DROPPED OFF MORE WARM CLOTHES,
INCLUDING MANY TOQUES AT THE 519PURSUIT
STORAGE LOCKER ON SATURDAY. | ASKED
HOW MANY SOCKS HAD BEEN DONATED IN
RESPONSE TO THE 2024 SOCK CHALLENGE -
THE ANSWER WAS 128,000 PAIRS OF SOCKS!
THANKS TO EVERYONE AT WESLEY-KNOX
WHO CONTRIBUTED 547 PAIRS TO THIS TOTAL.
AND THANKS FOR ALL OF THE OTHER ITEMS

DONATED AS WELL.

DIANE AND DAVID KNOPPERT

Y

Join Us for

Mid-Week Service
in the Chapel
Tuesdays at

12:15 pm



https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=bbf90768c6&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=bbf90768c6&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c5a7f96dfb&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=99c6453e97&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c055872cfb&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=c055872cfb&e=983b44a519
https://climateactionlondon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=62891c4ee4b5e144b1fc99372&id=997538f7e6&e=983b44a519
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Come and join our team of Greeters!

All you need is your smile
and it’s a great way to get to know people!

Choose to join one of our six teams of ushers

who serve two months a year,
e.g. January and July, or March and October.

Or you could opt to serve only one month

if that suits you better.

Or, even, be a “spare”

We love our spares!
They can be called occasionally as needed.

Why not sign up now?
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Contact: Mike Beck 226-700-6349
or Beck23md03@gmail.com

February 2nd, 2025




Coldest Night of the Year
(CNOY) 2025

The Coldest Night of the Year is a fundraiser for Mission Services of
London to support people experiencing hunger,
precarious housing and homelessness.

Anyone is welcome to join the Wesley-Knox Spirit Movers team for
the walk on Sat. Feb. 22 with a send off at S pm...it’s fun...feels
quite safe ..snacks along the way, and you can choose a shorter or
longer route. Lots of options to consider - walking on Feb. 22,
sponsoring the W-K team or a team member, and a donation of any
size can be made directly through the CNOY link - please direct
donations to the W-K Spirit Movers
(team lead Joey Lawson).
https://cnoy.org/locationlondondowntown

For more info or to join the team, please contact Joey Lawson,
Margo Bettger-Hahn, Julie Smith or any RO member.

Reaching Out Committee
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BE INFORMED

[ bedop \fpe WESLEY-KNOX

AGM

Annual General Meeting
Sunday, February 9*", 2025

CHECK OUT THE WORKSHOP VIDEO -
ON THE Wesley-Knox WEBSITE!

"Estate planning - presented by John McFall

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS - PRESENTED BY
A. MILLARD GEORGE, DEBBIE PETTIT

Wills/Power of Attorney - presented by Doug Scott in the Social Hall

wesleyknox.com right after service

A-L & M-Z lunch




SHARED MINISTRY INITIATIVE
/ Questions, Answers and Updates

Q. What's going on with the Shared Ministries?

A. The ministers (Rev Kerry, Rev Rob, Rev Michelle and Riverside's interim
Rev Christina) all meet weekly on Tuesday momings. This past week, the
steering team (lay members from each church) joined us. On Friday the
ministers had a retreat day at Riverside where we met from 94 and worked
on many of the details, especially how we as ministers will divide the
responsibilities at Riverside so they are cared for. I (Rev. Rob) will be the
point person for worship and spiritual life/Christian Education. Thats what
my doctorate is in and where my passions lie. Rev Michelle loves church
administration stuff so she will be their point person for Leadership Council.
Rev Kerry will be working with their Trustees and finance committee. We
also decided how we will handle funerals and wedding requests when they
come from the Riverside community. So we are really working on the fine
details of day to day life with 3 clergy serving 4 churches.

As for Worship, we will take monthly rotations leading Riverside worship at
0:30. Rev Kerry will start with May, Rev Michelle in June and I will be in July.
We will star over in August. We will each then lead worship at the other
churches at 11 am (thus the need for the time change in May.) We will be in
our "Churches of Origin” (Me at WKUC) 3 Sundays a month (1st, 2nd and
4th) and on the 3rd Sunday we will rotate to spend time with another
church. So every 3rd Sunday you will see either Rev Kerry or Rev Michelle.

We also had a lunch gathering with the clergy and the Admin Staff so we
could all meet and begin to develop good relationships. We had a great
lunch and a lot of laughter!

Ancther important but rather dull task to report is that all the M&P
committees are approving new job descriptions and the region is approving
our process as well. At our February AGM (February 9th, we will entertain
motions to approve the process formally as a Congregation.

Please remember, every week we announce that there is a Releven and
Shared Ministry Q&A table in the fellowship hall after church and we
welcome your questions! There are also boxes at the side and main church
doors and people are also invited to place thoughts in there for us to
consider. Thanks so much for your input and support!
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As we start our journey with Reléven, people have questions - please ask and we will provide the answers
here so everyone benefits

Q. What's been happening with the Reléven project at Wesley-Knox?

A. So far, the committee from church has met with the Reléven team for an introductory meeting and EJ
has been busy submitting all the documentation about WKUC that they have asked for.

It's their way of getting to know us and see who we are and what we are about as a church.
The committee meets with the Reléven Team next on February 6th.

On February 23rd our Releven liaison will be onsite to meet with all of us after church. Why? We told you
that this process was about discerning, asking questions, and Releven helping us to think together about
who we are, what we have done in the past, and how we are called to be Church for our community in the
next chapter of our life. This meeting is an important part of this process. The Committee are supplying the
stats that they need. (All the hard data about the building, the congregation, our mission, etc...) Now it's
time to hear from the people! Your input, your ideas and your vision for the future of Wesley-Knox is really
what this meeting is about, and we are excited to see what comes from our time together. I know I have
some ideas about things we can do as a church, maybe you do too! The committee is meeting with
Reléven about every 3 weeks. Now that they are receiving our hard data and will hear from us in our
group session on the 23rd, the process is in full swing.

Please plan on joining us after worship on the 23rd and keeping us in prayer as we work through the
process and discern where God is leading us.

Thanks!
Rev Rob +

Next week we will share details about the Congregational Retreat.

Q. Who are the members of the Congregational Team?

A. Martin Horak, Kim Peaker-Roes, Karen Pincombe, Carl Hearn, Rev Rob, EJ Lamb and Mallory Brennan
and led by Kendra Fry (Project Manager)

Do you have a question? We have a table set up during Social Hour, will
have a portion of the Fall Congregational meeting devoted to Releven
and feel free to contact Rev. Rob, Carl Hearn or EJ Lamb

or ask by email: ejlamb@wesleyknox.com o




10:30 am Sunday Wors...

11:30am - 1:00 pm £
Coffee Time hosted by
Brew Crew

11:45 am - 12:45 pm CF
CHA - New Members
Class

5:00 pm - 800 pm
PAR- Movie Youth
Initiative

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm
SOH-SunAA
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10:30 am Sunday Wors...

10:30 am - 11:30 am

SAN — Reception of New

Members

11:30 am - 1:00 pm
SOH/KIT - Annual
General Meeting Lunch

11:30 am - 1230 pm B

S0H- Coffee Time hosted

by Unit 1

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm
SOH-SunAA.

9:00 am - 1:30 pm &V
GYM- Pickleball

500 pm - 630 pm
GYM- Pickleball

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm B
SSR- Mon NA Group
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
PAR - UCW Unit 1

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 7
PAR - UCW unit 1
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9:00 am - 1:30 pm B
GYM- Pickleball
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm £
GYM - Pickleball

5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
SSR- Mon NA Group

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm [
PAR- Reaching Out
committee

9:00 am - 1:30 pm &
GYM- Pickleball

930 am - 11:00 am B
NUR - Play Group

12:15 pm - 12:45 pm &
CHA- Mid Week Worship
2:15 pm - 2:39 pm 5
KIT - Prep

2:40 pm - 5:30 pm &
KIT & SOH - Project
Hope

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 5
PAR - Stewardship
Committee

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm BN
SAN - KSS Rehearsals

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm P
SOH - Tues. NA
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9:00 am - 1:30 pm B
GYM- Pickleball

9:30 am - 11:00 am £
NUR — Play Group

12:15 pm - 12:45 pm 5
CHA- Mid Week Worship
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm &
PAR - UCW Unit 4

2:15 pm - 2:39 pm B
KIT - Prep

2:40 pm - 5:30 pm B
KIT & SOH - Project
Hope

5:30 pm - 8:30 pm B
Teresa Room — Krista S
Grief Discussions

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm £

9:00 am - 1:30 pm £
GYM- Pickleball
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9:00 am - 1:30 pm B
GYM- Pickleball

9:00 am - 1:30 pm &
GYM- Pickleball

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm B
GYM- Chairs

4:45 pm- 5:30 pm
LSS- JR. Boys Choir

5:00 pm - 5:45 pm £
55- Primary Choir

515 pm - 6:00 pm
LSS- Jr. Girl's Choir

5:45 pm-7:10 pm &=
Sunday School Reom -
Handbells

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
LSS- Mysterium

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm &=
CHA- Spirtual Life
7-30 pm - 9:30 pm B
PAR- Adult Chair
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9:00 am - 1:30 pm B
GYM- Pickleball

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm £
GYM- Choirs

4:45 pm- 5:30 pm
LSS- JR. Boys Choir

5:00 pm - 5:45 pm &=
55- Primary Cheir

5:15 pm - 6:00 pm B
LSS- Jr. Girl's Choir
5:45 pm- 7:10 pm B
Sunday School Reom -
Handbells

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm £
LSS- Mysterium

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm &
PAR- Adult Choir

9:00 am - 1:30 pm &
GYM- Pickleball

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
5S8R - Recerding
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9:00 am - 1:30 pm B
GYM- Pickleball

11:15 am - 1:00 pm &3
GYM - Pickleball
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TFeb 2

Candlemas

Sanctuary 10:30 am

TFeb 2

New WMembers Class

Chapel 11:45 am

Feb 4

Mid-week Service

Chapel 1215 pm

Feb g

Reception of New Mewmbers

Sanctuary 10:30 am

Feb g

Wesley-Knox AGM

Social Hall 11:20 am

Teb 11

Mid-week Service

Chapel 1215 pm

Feb 2.2

Coldest Night of the Year

Powntown

Feb 23

Releven Workshop

Social Hall 11:20 am




Other Church or Community Events

Musicians

Nevin Campbell,
| Ken Mclagan,
‘\\ Larry Emewein, |

lan MacKay
& Minister

Kerry Stover
B\

FREEWILL OFFERING IS APPRECIATED « ENTER PARKING LOT FROM RIDOUT ST,
More info call 519-434-5526 or wwwicalvaryuc.ca

0|  South Community Orgamzal|

CHL CQQ
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‘Saturday, February 22nd
\WESLEY OX UNITED CHURCH
91 Askin St. :

Advanced tickets available at Tuckey Home Hardware
Adults $10. - children (12yr.& under) $5.
; $12.& $7. at the door

MEAL STARTS AT 7PM :

Trivia Night at Riverside United Church

(afully accessible church)
695 Riverside Drive, London, ON
Saturday, March 1, 2025 7:00- 10:00 pm

Hosted by renowned quizmaster David Bogaert

¢ Prizes to be won and refreshments available to purchase,

¢ Come as a team or on your own and you'll be matched up into a
larger tean,

v Toregister yourself or your team, please contact the church
office at 519-472-6071, Admission is $10.00 per person,

payable at time of registration (pay by credit/debit, e-transfer),

10




Prayers for our church families
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.

If you or a loved one is dealing with a
difficult time, such as illness,
hospitalization, loneliness,
or any of life’s challenges, our Pastoral
Care team is available for support.

Please call the Church office and you will
be contacted by a member of our team:
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, Brenda Smith,

Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart.

On evenings and weekends, you may
reach us through Facebook Messenger

(you do not need a Facebook account to
do this.)
YOU ARE NOT ALONE

SN NN NN NN NS NN NSNS E NN NSNS NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEE

LONDON CARES HOTLINE:
519-667-2273 (24 HRS)
https://londoncares.ca/

asssmmmmmnsm

Anyone wishing to place

flowers in the sanctuary for a special
occasion or in memory of a loved one,
is encouraged to do so. It brightens our
worship, and, by adding a message in
the bulletin, it connects us as a congre-
gation. If you wish to place flowers,
please call or email Liz Dunlop.

She will giue you the information

you need and confirm the date, and
make sure

the office has the in-
formation for the bul-
letin. Thank you! Liz
Dunlop, Sanctuary
Flower Coordinator
(519) 668-2507
E-mail:
ldunlop@rogers.com

Region 7 - Antler River Watershed
PRAYER CYCLE
February

Avon-Putnam St. Paul's Sarnia

Malahide-Richmond Wilkesport
) The United Church
N/ of Canada

4 We are part of the United
Church of Canada

wwuw.united-church.ca/community-faith/
welcome-united-church-canada

Our Region falls within the
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7

https://arwrcucc.ca/

Region 7 prayer Cycle and other
prayer resources:

https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed

Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”

https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals

Liturgical Calendar Resources
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-
liturgical-season

Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff,
Council, Committees, and Volunteers:
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-

guidelines

Affirm | Saffirmer
UNITED | ENSEMBLE
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https://londoncares.ca/
mailto:ldunlop@rogers.com
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https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
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https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-guidelines
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