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Moving in the Spirit…
A diverse, welcoming, caring and
active faith community.
A place to learn, grow, 
build a relationship with God and
make a difference in the world.
 

Mon 830 am - 330 pm
Tues 830 am - 300 pm

Weds 830 am - 1200 pm
Thu 830 am - 300 pm
Fri 8:30 am —12:30 pm
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Submissions Deadline

by 
12 pm Wednesday
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News For The‌
Pews‌

Ministers Musings
Dear Friends,

It's that time of year. Poppies everywhere. I remember when I was
a young child, we would see people standing at the doors of the
grocery store or other public places with poppies for a donation.
I had no idea why. I haven't seen that in the US for decades. I don’t
think many people would know what to do with a poppy today. It's
a tradition I love in Canada. It’s the simple acts of tradition that
keep us focused and grounded in important ways. 

The closest equivalent in the US is Memorial Day. November 11th is
Veterans Day, and that means all who served get a free coffee or a
discounted meal at a local restaurant. It's a day for lots of “Veteran’s
Day Sales!” (It’s the US after all….)

Someone asked me this week to remember those who are still
serving. Absolutely. My heart always goes there this time of year as
well. But even more, I wish we had a way to celebrate the families
of those who serve. Parents who go to bed every night and pray
for their adult child’s safety. Children who miss a parent at school
activities or birthday parties. Spouses who are both mom and dad
because their partner is serving. These are sacrifices, too.  

So during these days of poppy wearing, we remember those we
have lost, we are grateful for those who serve, and we say a special
prayer for families who give up so much to support and love
someone who serves.  

Have a Blessed Remembrance Day. 
Rev Rob +
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A BIG Thank you to all, for your
pledges on Stewardship Sunday!

It’s not too late to pledge

Pledge envelopes have been mailed
to those who

 did not receive their envelopes prior
to Stewardship Sunday

Pledges forms with PAR change forms
can be dropped off

 at the church office or placed in the
offering plate on Sundays

 
We will report on the results of the

Stewardship campaign soon!

Not raking your leaves is beneficial for the environment as fallen leaves provide habitat
for overwintering insects like butterflies and moths, and other wildlife, which in turn

become food for birds in the spring. Leaving leaves also acts as a natural mulch,
enriching the soil, suppressing weeds, and helping the soil retain moisture, which can

reduce the need for watering. Furthermore, bagging or raking leaves to be taken to
landfills creates methane, a potent greenhouse gas,

 and clogs storm drains if left in the street. 
Benefits of not raking leaves
Provides habitat: A layer of leaves gives crucial shelter to a variety of backyard
creatures, including native pollinators, insects, frogs, 
and toads, allowing them to survive the winter.
Supports the food chain: The insects that overwinter in leaf piles are a vital food source
for birds in the spring.
Enriches soil: Fallen leaves are a natural source of organic matter. As they decompose,
they add nutrients to the soil, acting as a natural fertilizer.

t‌h‌a‌n‌k‌

you

Message from the Rotary Club of 

Stratford Environment Committee

 Socks, Socks, Socks!
 

340 pairs of socks! That's how many
more we need to meet the goal of

collecting 519 pairs of socks for the
519Pursuit Pledge for Socks. 

The bins at the back of the Sanctuary
are empty and

 waiting for donations. 
All socks are appreciated. White socks

are particularly good.
 The thinner white socks can be used 

as an extra layer under coloured socks. 
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Garden Gnomes
The UCW and Garden Gnomes teamed up to plant 100 flowering bulbs in the

gardens on the Teresa St side of the church (an idea first introduced by Brenda
Lausanne who passed last December). 

 
The Garden Gnomes arrived early to prepare 9 planting areas and everyone

teamed up after the service for the planting. 
 

This event is in tribute to the 100th anniversary of the United Church of Canada
and in memory of family and friends who have left this world leaving an imprint on

our hearts- a fitting tribute to take place on All Saints day. 
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Save the Date! 

Early planning has begun
Wesley Knox Family Camp

will proceed next year
from June 19 – 21, 2026 

at beautiful in Camp
Bimini near Strathroy. 

If you have ideas for camp,
or would like to join us in

planning, please reach out
Rev Rob, Sophie Beck,
Martin or Jacob Horak
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Weeks of Nov 16- Nov 22, 2025

Upcoming Events

Youth Quest 2  &  4  Sunday - Chapel 11:45 amnd th

Community Life Bowling Night - November 9  Fleetway 7 pm th

Trivia Night - Nov 15   Social Hall 5:30 pmth

Youth Group - Nov 16  Large Sunday School Room 6:00 pmth

KSS Concert Going Baroque - Nov 22   Sanctuary 7:30 pmnd

Psychic Tea & Vendor Market - Nov 29  Social Hall 10:00 am th

Christmas Bazaar Dec 6  Social Hall  10 :00 am th

Christmas Concert Dec 6  Sanctuary 7:30 pmth
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Other Community Events
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Resources 

Prayers for our church families 
enduring grief, loss, or loneliness.
 
If you or a loved one is dealing with a 
difficult time, such as illness,
 hospitalization, loneliness, 
or any of life’s challenges, our Pastoral
Care team is available for support. 
 
Please call the Church office
and you will be contacted 
by a member of our team:
Rev Dr. Rob, Margo Bettger-Hahn,
Linda Olson, Sandra Fox, , Helen
Humphreys, Liz Dunlop, Paul Stewart
 
On evenings and weekends, you may
reach us through Facebook Messenger
(you do not need a Facebook account
to message.) 
You are not alone
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We are part of the United 
Church of Canada

 

www.united-church.ca/community-
faith/welcome-united-church-canada 
 
Our Region falls within the 
Antler-River Watershed, Region #7
https://arwrcucc.ca/
 
Region 7 prayer Cycle and other prayer
resources:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/
antlerriverwatershed
 
Access daily devotionals here, provided by
“The Upper Room”
https://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
 
Liturgical Calendar Resources 
for worship planning:
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-
liturgical-season
 
Handbooks and Guidelines for Staff,
Council, Committees, and Volunteers:
https://united-church.ca/handbooks-and-
guidelines
 

Anyone wishing to place 
flowers in the sanctuary for a special occasion
or in memory of a loved one, 
is encouraged to do so. It brightens our
worship, and, by adding a message in the
bulletin, it connects us as a congregation. 
If you wish to place flowers, 
please call or email Liz Dunlop. 
She will give you the information 
you need and confirm the date, and make sure
the office has the information for the bulletin.
Thank you!

          Liz Dunlop, Sanctuary Flower
Coordinator

(519) 668-2507 
E-mail: 

ldunlop@rogers.com
 

Sanctuary Flowers


